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The living environment of today is the outcome of the relationships between
the people who have lived in it and nature, from the time of the emergence of
the human species on Earth to the present day. Human activities and the
changes resulting from them in the context of place have taken place under the
influence of beliefs, needs, and natural restraining and reinforcing factors, and
with the change of generations and climate change have taken on various
forms, the remnants of which we are witnessing today. The current landscape,
which bears the marks of the past, is called the archaeological landscape,
which is the result of the combination of objective and subjective elements.
The objective part is the archaeological remains, but the subjective part
includes the relationships between societies, culture, and its changes, which
are often overlooked; however, this often-overlooked part has been very
dynamic and has played a significant role in shaping the existing objectivity.
This paper attempts to present a method for reading the archaeological
landscape in the perception of the contemporary human being through the
archaeological landscape phenomenology. The phenomenology of the
landscape requires a comprehensive approach in which we pay close attention
to "nature" and "culture”, to places with and without evidence of change or
human activity. By considering the hierarchy of historical-cultural events and
the objectivity that remains from them, as well as the connection of the people
who lived there with the surrounding natural environment, this method
provides a reading that, in addition to emphasizing the protection of ancient
objective structures, preserves the continuity of these landscapes with their
context and transforms the archaeological landscape from mere protection to a
dynamic and interactive landscape with contemporary humans. Therefore,
understanding the evolution of archaeological landscapes and their values is of
fundamental importance for conservation and planning strategies. These
landscapes possess inherent natural and cultural values, which necessitate the
integration of objective and subjective aspects into methods for their
conservation and presentation.
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1. Introduction

Throughout history, humans have continuously introduced changes to their natural surroundings
to sustain their existence and meet their needs. (Antrop, 2000, 17-28) Initially, humans began to
invent techniques and tools to search for food, thereby fulfilling their basic needs. Over time,
human modifications to nature went beyond meeting primary needs, and gradually humans
began to make changes to the landscape to address their spiritual and psychological needs. The
remains from ancient times show that a part of all ancient complexes was specifically dedicated
to religious and belief-related activities, and the other components of the complex were also
shaped based on the intellectual backgrounds and mentalities of the people who lived in that era.
(Lapointe, 2000, 13).

Each part of the territory is an environmental system that is the result of interactions and

exchanges between natural and human-made elements that surround them and are understood by
those who have created them over time, in such a way that with the removal of any of the
elements, understanding the landscape becomes problematic. (Lapointe, 2000, 2)
Landscape, as an alive, dynamic and a holistic entity, on the one hand, is influenced by humans
and their way of life, and on the other hand, with its own shape and evocation of memories that
have occurred on its bed over long periods of time, it is perceived. Here the broad meanings and
semantic breadth of landscape is considered that generally encompasses two factors: human
societies and natural geography (Palang et al, 2003:3) Therefore, considering the reciprocal and
interactive relationship between culture and nature, it can be said that nature is a provider of an
important and fundamental source through which an effort can be made to understand culture. If
we ignore the past, we cannot provide a correct understanding of the present. This concept is
created through the dialogue between nature and culture, as nature and culture are two sides of
the same coin that cannot be separated, and this itself is part of the complex system of
knowledge. (Tilley, 2010,36)

The archaeological landscape is one of such landscapes that includes both natural and man-
made elements and tells the story of the reciprocal relationship between nature and man over
time. (Wilkinson, 2003,151)

The archaeological landscape is the same natural landscape that has been consciously or

unconsciously changed for various religious, economic, political, and environmental purposes
and symbolically over time. This means that the archaeological landscape is understood in
relation to its formative context. It is the result of the adaptation and interaction of the cultural
and natural landscape over time, yet an open and deep expression of the mutual understanding
of these two. Through the archaeological landscape, one can understand the reciprocal
relationship between natural and man-made structures, and important information can be
obtained about how the land has been settled and used from the past to the present.
Therefore, these landscapes in all societies with different origins of cities, gardens, monuments,
and structures with different historical values are gathered in the form of a general landscape.
These landscapes are symbols of past civilizations and represent archaeological heritage in the
context of nature. (Terkenli, 2001, 205).

In addition to the historical values that connect part of the past civilizations to the present,

archaeological landscapes can also explain the relationship of the ancestors with nature and
represent the interactions of humans with the environmental characteristics and the context of
nature. Therefore, these landscapes are valuable and have been and will be the focus of attention
of specialists, researchers, tourists, local people, and others.
These landscapes are considered sustainable places, because over the course of history,
indigenous people have preserved the heritage of their ancestors with deep knowledge. Such
landscapes have reached a stable and balanced state over time. Such places, due to its natural or
man-made characteristics, can improve the physical, cultural, and organizational conditions that
have created the forces and lasting capabilities to improve the quality of human life (Phillips,
2003,357).
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To maintain the integration of the archaeological landscape, it is necessary to deeply

examine the structure of the landscape and identify its main characteristics and their changes
over time with respect to the location. Therefore, to study the landscape, it is necessary to
consider time, technical facilities, available knowledge, the variability of descriptions of
landscape perception according to specializations, and so on. It also depends on whether we are
observing a natural environment or a constructed environment, which will completely change
our observations and perceptions of this landscape undoubtedly. (Lapointe, 2000, 3)
The central issue of this article is the perception of archaeological landscapes, with a focus on
Tepe Ozbaki. The method for achieving this perception is to observe and understand the past
cultural influences on the evolution of the territory and the adaptation of the lives of the groups
that lived there. In essence, this cultural evolution is addressed by understanding some of the
elements that result from changes in the cultural groups related to the environment and its
impact on the landscape.

Since the natural context of these sites is gradually being destroyed by the expansion of

urban and rural settlements, infrastructure, transportation, etc., this creates the grounds for
physical destruction of the landscape over time. This reflects the complex interactions between
humans and nature over time in these landscapes. Therefore, on this basis, the protection of
valuable historical sites and the prevention of their destruction is only possible if the ecological
and structural characteristics that form the environmental context of these sites are given
attention and protected. Therefore, archacological landscapes approach provides a positive
response to their protection, introduction, perception, and recognition, which allows visitors to
observe archaeological operations and conservation activities alongside getting acquainted with
the natural environment and the environmental and biological characteristics of the region. In
this way, the integrity of cultural landscapes, which are themselves a combination of various
natural and cultural components, can be preserved.
Moreover, these landscapes are considered as non-sustainable places with cultural and natural
components and their associated values. They are shaped and evaluated in some way through
the values of their environment and landscape. In this matter, the dynamic landscape and
physical environment, values, and signs in these landscapes are factors that must be considered
in relation to archaeological sites.

Currently, many people, when visiting an archaeological landscape, are content with just an

image of what they have seen. However, there are big questions behind this: what has caused
the landscape to take its present form (as the deterrent and reinforcing role of nature in the
formation of these landscapes is undeniable)? What has also been the role of humans as
intelligent and cultured beings in the changes in these landscapes?
To analyze these landscapes, it is necessary to extract ecological and perceptual layers with a
focus on time and place, using various disciplines and expertise that ultimately leads to the
extraction of data and the recognition of layers. In this research the archaeological landscape of
Tepe Ozbaki has been studied, analyzed, and ecological as well as perceptual layers are
extracted.
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Figure 2: Aerial photo of the ancient Ozbaki area (Authors:1397)
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