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Keywords

Chegani County is situated in the western portion of Luristan province. In
pursuit of comprehensive studies and investigations within Luristan
province, the author conducted a survey in the Shahivand district during the
summer of 2012, resulting in the identification of 84 archacological sites.
Predominantly, these sites corresponded to both prehistoric and historical
epochs, with only three sites attributed to the Islamic period. The findings of
this survey have indicated that the earliest evidence of human habitation in
the Shahivand sector dates back to the Lower Paleolithic period, with the
identification of six settlements from this era. Sparse and sporadic evidence
was discerned from subsequent Paleolithic periods. However, during the
Neolithic period, coinciding with the advent of agriculture and animal
husbandry, the Shahivand district garnered significant attention, serving as a
vital nomadic route from Delfan to Seymareh. Following the Neolithic
period, the Shahivand district remained uninhabited until the conclusion of
the Middle Chalcolithic II period, ca. the end of the 5th millennium BCE.
Subsequently, the district was inhabited the termination of the Bronze Age in
the latter half of the second millennium BCE. Notably, archacological
findings suggest heightened activity during the Parthian and Sassanid
periods, with a focus on settlement evidence and architectural remnants such
as two bridges spanning the Kashkan River and the construction of a stone
pathway in the Gashomar Gorge to the north. These manifestations
underscore the strategic significance of the Shahivand sector in facilitating
communication networks during this epoch.
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1. Introduction

The Shahivand region, situated in the western part of Chegeni County, came into the archaeological
spotlight during the Lower Paleolithic period, a phenomenon contextualized within the broader array
of sites from this period across Luristan. The protracted Paleolithic era, commencing approximately
2 million years ago with the initial migration of Homo erectus from Africa and their dispersion
across Eurasia, persisted until about 12,000 years ago, coinciding with the onset of animal
domestication (e.g., goats, sheep) and cereal cultivation (e.g., wheat, barley) in the Near East,
heralding the emergence of early settlements. Several factors, including its position along migration
routes post-African exodus, favorable environmental conditions, and notably abundant stone
resources in conglomerate outcrops, rendered the Shahivand sector a significant locus for Homo
erectus communities during this epoch.

During the middle, upper, and Epi-Paleolithic periods, scant artifacts were identified in
Shahivand, diverging from the broader trend observed in many areas of Luristan and Central Zagros.
Notably, only two modest sites associated with the Middle Paleolithic period were discerned, with a
solitary potential site noted from the Upper and Epi-Paleolithic epochs.

Transitioning to the Neolithic era, marked by climatic shifts and burgeoning human culture in
Southwest Asia, human subsistence strategies evolved from hunting-gathering to settled agrarian
lifestyles, catalyzing the establishment of early villages. In the Central Zagros, the domestication of
goats and sheep took root during the 9th and 8th millennia BCE, accompanied by indications of
nascent nomadism in the region. Shahivand bore witness to the identification of five sites from this
period, their spatial distribution along nomadic routes delineating a narrative of communal mobility.
Notably, none of these Neolithic settlements exhibited traits indicative of permanent habitation, all
characterized as temporary, nomadic encampments.

Subsequent to the Neolithic era, despite the cultural vibrancy characterizing Luristan during the
late 6th and early 5th millennia BCE, exemplified by the Bagh-e No culture, the Shahivand region
seemingly escaped significant human settlement, with no evidence of the Dalma culture (Middle
Chalcolithic 1) identified. Transitioning into the Middle Chalcolithic II period, nine sites were
identified, predominantly situated in forested, rugged terrain, with the exception of Ghabr-e Sakineh,
possibly representing the sole permanent settlement among them. Typological analysis of pottery
from these sites aligns them with broader Central Zagros cultures of the period, notably the BOB and
SGP cultures, dating to the latter half of the fifth millennium BCE.

During the Upper Chalcolithic period (4th millennium BCE), amidst cultural convergence
between Susiana and Central Zagros concurrent with the diffusion of Uruk culture, eight sites were
identified in Shahivand, with Ghabre Sakineh mound emerging as the potential locus of a settled
community. Pottery recovered from these sites bears resemblance to the characteristic assemblage of
the period in Central Zagros, identified as Godin VI pottery, dating to the mid-4th millennium BC.

The Bronze Age witnessed the continued presence of human societies in the Shahivand region,
with seven identified sites comprising settlements and cemeteries featuring familial graves
constructed of large stones. In the broader Central Zagros, the early Bronze Age, represented by the
Yanigh culture, was distinct from the early Bronze culture prevalent in North Luristan, typified by
the Posht Kuh cemeteries and Konji Cave in Khorramabad. Pottery finds from the Shahivand sites
align with the Godin III period, prevalent across much of Central Zagros between 2550 and 1450
BCE, indicative of temporary, nomadic settlements.

Transitioning into the Iron Age, the Shahivand region lacked evidence of the Genre Luristan
pottery common in Pishkuh of Luristan, contrasting with its prevalence in northern Luristan. During
the Parthian period, an uptick in settlement density was observed, with 25 identified sites yielding
pottery indicative of both early Parthian buff ware and later clinki ware, consistent with the
continuity of settlement dynamics during this era. Notably, Charta 1 emerged as a potential central
settlement during this period, characterized by remnants of stone architecture, iron smelting
furnaces, and iron tools.

Similar settlement patterns persisted into the Sassanid period, with the potential central
settlement site of Charta 2 identified among 24 sites documented from this era. The predominance of
temporary, nomadic settlements underscores the transient nature of human habitation during this
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period, with pottery constituting the primary archaeological evidence. Notably, the construction of
communication routes, exemplified by the Gashomar Strait pathway and bridges across the Kashkan
River, underscores the region's strategic importance in facilitating north-south connectivity during
the Parthian and Sassanid periods.

In the Islamic period, Shahivand's archaeological record reflects minimal human attention, with
only one temporary site yielding pottery from the Middle Islamic ages identified. Nonetheless, the
construction of the Kashkan bridge in the 10th century CE stands as a testament to the region's
continued significance in facilitating east-west connections between Khorramabad valley and
Tarhan.
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Figure 2. The distribution of the identified archaeological sites in the Shahivand section (Tablel) and the
location of the heights around the area.
(1. Sefid Kouh, 2. Mehrab Kouh, Mapel Kouh, 4. Henjes Kouh)
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Figure 7. Pottery sherds of middle Chalcolithic IT (6-8) and late Chalcolithic (Godin VI) (1-5) from

ghabre Sakineh site.
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Table 2: Technical specifications of Ghabre Sakineh site pottery
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Figure 8. Pottery sherds of middle and late Bronze age (Godin III) from Ghela Gouri site.
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Table 3: Technical specifications of Ghela Gori site pottery
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Figure 9. Pottery sherds of Parthian period from Charta 1 site.
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Table 4: Technical specifications of Charta 1 site pottery
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Figure 10. Pottery sherds of Sasanid period from Charta 2 site.
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Table 5: Technical specifications of Charta 2 site pottery
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Figure 11. A part of the stone path of Gashomar with carved stones that probably belongs to the
Parthian / Sasanian periods.
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Figure 12. Parts of iron tools and iron smelting furnace slag available on the surface of Charta 1 site.
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Figure 13. A view of the remains of several periods of bridge construction on the Kashkan river, which is
a reflection of its importance in communication in different eras.
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