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According to written sources, the city of Beymand was one of the cities of
Kerman province in the early centuries of the Islamic era. Beymand was
considered to be one of the more important cities of this era due to its
location on the important communication route from Shiraz to Sirjan. By
studying the written resources and archaeological findings, we can
determine that the Beymand city of the early Islamic centuries is in the
same area as Bagh-Bamid. Studying the pottery of this site between the 1st
to 13th centuries AD to make a typology and chronology of these findings is
the objective of the current research and it seeks to answer the following
questions: what types of pottery were included in the Pottery findings in
this site ? What period does the pottery belong to in terms of chronology?
By comparing the pottery findings, can we conclude what the regional and
transregional interactions with other neighboring and remote sites were?
The research was conducted by doing fieldwork and using library methods
with a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach. For establishing the
dating and typology of the pottery findings obtained from the study of this
area, first, these findings were classified into different groups based on their
similarity in form, paste, and decoration. Then, their relative dating was
obtained by comparative comparison with similar samples obtained from
excavations and surveys of other areas. The typological comparison of the
pottery samples of the Bagh-Bamid area does a good job of highlighting the
similarity between the different types of pottery with the pottery of nearby
areas such as the old city of Sirjan and more distant ones such as the ancient
city of Jiroft, Narmashir and so on.
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1. Introduction

Beymand city in Kerman province is one of the Islamic cities whose name is mentioned in
several historical and geographical texts, especially in the 3rd to 8th centuries AH. According to
written sources, Beymand was a city located on the route of communication networks from
Shiraz to Sirjan (Figure 1-2). According to written sources and the results obtained from
archaeological studies in 2018, the city of Beymand is one of the cities of Kerman
province, which according to Blazeri's writings, probably dates back to before Islam.
The area in the Sirjan plain that corresponds to the location of this city in the early
Islamic centuries is the Baghboomid area in the northwest of Sirjan. In the field studies,
an area of about 300 hectares was identified as having a variety of pottery from different
periods. Another feature of this city is its location on communication routes that would
reach Beymand from Shiraz and central Iran, such as Yazd and the central plateau of
Iran, and leads to the old city of Sirjan. Being located on communication routes has
been one of the most significant reasons behind the prosperity of a city in early Islamic
centuries in the Kerman province. Also, having access to water, gardens, orchards, and a
suitable geographical location has led to the formation of one of the urban areas of the
Sirjan plain during the early Islamic centuries and afterwards in this place as well. Since
this area has already been identified and studied, the current study was conducted to identify and
study its pottery as it’s one of the most important findings of any settlement area. A total of
1346 pieces of pottery were taken from this site. The variety of pottery types, the large number
of pottery in the early Islamic centuries until the 13th century AD, and the fact that no
information has been published about the pottery of this site so far indicates the importance of
this research. Studying the pottery of this site between the 1st to 7th centuries AH. to make a
typology and chronology of these findings is the objective of the current research and it seeks to
answer these questions: What type of pottery findings are included in this site? What period
does the pottery belong to in terms of chronology? By comparing the pottery findings, can we
conclude what the regional and transregional interactions with other neighboring and remote
sites were? The research was conducted by doing fieldwork and using library methods with a
descriptive-analytical and comparative approach For establishing the dating and typology of the
pottery findings obtained from the study of this area, first, these findings were classified into
different groups based on their similarity in form, paste, and decoration. Then, their relative
dating was obtained by comparative comparison with similar samples obtained from
excavations and surveys of other areas. In general, the pottery of the Bagh-Bamid site includes
two main types, unglazed and glazed. Unglazed pottery consists of two groups, plain and
painted unglazed pottery. Painted pottery includes incised, applied and molded decorations or a
combination of these (Tablel, Figure3). Glazed pottery has a good variety and is divided into
six main groups of monochrome, Splashed Glazed, Monochrome Sgraffito, Polychrome
Splashed Sgraffito, Slip Painted Wares and Lusterware. Single-color glazed types have a variety
of glaze colors, including green, blue, turquoise, azure, yellow, brown, and white, divided into
two groups plain monochrome and patterned monochrome. Painted glazed types have a variety
of patterns including incised, applied and molded decorations (Table 2, Figure 4) (Table 3,
Figure 5). (Table 2, Figure 4) (Table 4, Figure 6).

Multicolored glazed pottery also has a great variety and is divided into Splashed Glazed
(Table 6, Figure 8), Monochrome Sgraffito, Polychrome Splashed Sgraffito (Table 5, Figure 7),
Slip Painted Wares (Table 4, Figure 6) and Lusterware (Table 6, Figure 8) according to the type
of decoration. Several pieces of imported pottery with stone paste were obtained in this
collection, among the pottery produced in China as well (Table 7, Figure9), which most likely
entered the Sirjan plain through the Persian Gulf. Studies and comparisons made on this pottery
collection show that there has been a settlement in this place since the early Islamic period.
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Written sources of the early Islamic centuries mention a city called Beymand (Ya’qubi, 1963:
62, Ibn Hawqal, 1987: 74, Istakhri, 1994: 162, Ibn Khordadbeh, 1992, 40-42, Jihani, 1989: 251)
and mention the bazaar, the Grand Mosque, and the active industries of this city (Maqdisi,
2006:686-682 and Idrisi, 2009 53-54). By studying the written resources and archaeological
findings, we can determine that the Beymand city of the early Islamic centuries is in the same
area as Bagh-Bamid. Due to its proximity to the old city of Sirjan-the capital of Kerman
province- and the main north-south and east-west roads in the southeast of Iran, this city had
extensive trade and cultural exchanges with other regions in the early Islamic centuries. Various
types of pottery from the early Islamic centuries to the 13th century AD and the discovery of
imported Chinese pottery indicate the direct trade relations of this region with the coasts of the
Persian Gulf, including important commercial centers such as Siraf. Celadon Yue, JDZQB 11
and CWI. Another instance is the import of pottery to Siraf and the Persian Gulf during the 3rd
and 6th centuries AH. which also spread to the Sirjan plain. In the early Islamic centuries this
area grew and expanded simultaneously with the old city of Sirjan (the capital of Kerman
province), as many similarities can be seen between the pottery of these two areas. Since no
evidence of pottery kilns and other pottery production has been found in and around this area,
this pottery was probably produced in other centers such as the old city of Sirjan and imported
to this place. The typological comparison of the pottery samples of the Bagh-Bamid area does a
good job of highlighting the similarity between the different types of pottery with the pottery of
nearby areas such as the old city of Sirjan and more distant ones such as the ancient city of
Jiroft, Narmashir and so on.

The suitable location of Sirjan plain and the discovery of different types of pottery from its
areas have caused us to believe that they had extensive connections with other regions such as
Persia, central Iran, the coasts of the Persian Gulf and Sistan, and even remote areas such as Ras
al-Khaimah, Jazirat al-Hulayla-early Julfar and China since the historical and Islamic period.
These findings are indicative of these commercial and cultural exchanges. Based on the relative
chronology and comparison of the pottery of this area with other areas, some of these pottery
samples could be dated to the Sassanid and early Islamic periods. However, most of the pottery
samples studied are related to the early Islamic centuries and can be dated to the old city of
Sirjan. According to the relative chronology, pottery findings such as unglazed and
monochromatic glazed pottery can be dated to the same centuries. Significant samples such as
molded unglazed pottery, turquoise and azure monochrome with quasi-porcelain paste, and
molded glazed pottery were obtained from the Seljuk period, which shows the life of this area in
the Seljuk period.
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Figure 4. Glazed potteries in Bagh Bamid site, Sirjan (Authors, 2022).
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Figure 6. Slip Painted potteries in Bagh Bamid site, Sirjan (Authors, 2022)
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