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Considering the lack of finds dating to the Median and Achaemenid periods at
Hamadan, it is very important to discover evidence from this period in this city.
In 2017, during a construction operation in Imam Khomeini Square in Hamadan
near the site of Hegmataneh/Ecbatana, some historical-era were identified and
an emergency excavation led by Mohammad Shabani began. Excavation in this
area uncovered three levels: late Islamic, post-Achaemenid and Medo-
Achaemenid. Level 1l1, the lowest layer, according to the excavated ceramics,
represents the establishment of Iron Age Ill, or the Median period, which has
continued in the Achaemenid period. The pottery of this period, which is
classified into Fine, Common/Medium, and Coarse types, appears in the form of
subspecies of Buffware, Brownish-Buffware, Grayware, and Cooking ware
utensils. The most common vessel forms are bowls and jars. Among the
Common types, there are bowls with horizontal handles attached to the edge, as
well as bowls with S-shaped edges and jars with clover-shaped spouts. The
pottery of this period is remarkably similar to the pottery tradition of Median
sites, especially sites such as Godin Il, Nush-e Jan, Babajan I-1l, and Yelfan
Tepe. In some cases, vessels such as bowls with angled and boat-shaped bodies,
small simple cups, and jars with triangular rims are also comparable to
Achaemenid sites such as Pasargadae and Persepolis, and even Hasanlu IlI.
Based on the comparison of pottery data of this period with sites such as Godin
11, Babajan 1, and I, the settlement of the third level of Meydan probably began
between 7th and 6th centuries BCE and continued until the end of the
Achaemenid period. The findings of this period are very important due to the
great ambiguities and challenges related to the Median and Achaemenid
settlement of Hamadan and also the lack of identification of layers and cultural
materials dating to this period, even after a century of archaeological
excavations in this city.
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1. Introduction

For more than a century archaeological excavations in Hamadan have not reliably found
significant artifacts from the Pre-Parthian periods. In 2017, during an emergency excavation in
the Meydan (Imam Square) by Mohammad Shabani, the first reliable archaeological evidence of
the Pre-Parthian period was obtained. This site is located in the center of the city of Hamadan
named Imam Khomeini Square. This site is located 700 meters south of Tepe Hegmataneh and
200 meters from the Jame Mosque (Fig 1). In this site, only midden layers and cultural deposits
and their pottery provided usable information; very few of the discussed materials were found in
the excavated architectural structures (Fig 2). The study of cultural materials, the presence of
three floors; revealed the Islamic, post-Achaemenid, and Medo-Achaemenid periods (Fig 3).
According to the ceramic record, Layer Il represents the establishment of the Iron Age 11l or
the Median period, which continued into the Achaemenid period. Pottery of this period can be
divided into several types in terms of chamotte and slip color: Buffware, Brownish-Buffware,
Grayware, and Cooking ware. These ceramics are also classified according to construction into
Fine, Common, and Coarse species. The collection of ceramics from Layer Il that was studied
includes 1612 pieces. This collection is characterized by the following proportions: (1) 33%
Buffware, (2) 52% Reddish or Brownish-Buffware (3) 12% Grayware, and (4) 3% Black or
Cooking ware (Fig 4). The first three species were also classified based on the quality of
construction into Fine (31%), Common/Medium (61%), and coarse (8%) (Fig 4).

Almost all of the Buffware vessels were wheel-made. The paste and slip of these wares are
buff to cream. Fine and Common wares of this type have a compact fabric and a delicate body
(the body of Fine types is thinner) and they are well-fired. The composition of pottery chamotte
is usually made of a mixture of clay and minerals such as quartz and lime particles and very fine
particles of gold- and silver-colored mica. The pottery is simple and lacks any decorative
elements, and only the surface of several Fine-made types is polished. The most common
container shapes include bowls and then jars. Some forms include: carinated bowls (Fig 6. 1-14
and Fig 7. 31-34) and angled bowls (Fig 5. 15-17 and Fig 7. 28-30). Several Common and
Coarse bowls were made with horizontal handles on one or both sides (Fig 7. 28-30, 37). These
bowls are also seen among the Coarse types (Fig 8. 86). The variety of shapes of Buff jars is
much less than bowls. Jars come in a very common form: small jars with triangular edges
protruding (Fig 7. 51-66). Other miscellaneous forms can also be seen between the jars (Fig 7.
43-46, Fig 7. 76-80, and Fig 7. 49, 75). Some jugs have vertical spouts (Fig 7. 76, 81-82, and
Fig 8. 88).

Many structural features of Buffware are also found in this type. Pottery of this type has only
more concentrated color slip and chamotte than Buffware, and in a general division, they can be
considered as a subset of Buffware. The Fine potteries of this species have a higher
manufacturing quality than the same specimens of Fine Buffware, their body thickness is less
and their outer surface is often polished (Fig 9). The outer surface of some Common pottery of
this species is also polished in the form of parallel strips with a tool (Fig 10). Among the
Common wares, several small pieces with the added motif of a human hand can be seen along
with a piece with the added motif of grape clusters (Figll. 140-142). The form of this group of
potteries is similar to the Buffware species and only forms such as carinated bowls (Fig 9. 90-
100 and Fig1l. 119-123), bowls with thickened edges (Fig 11. 130-132) and s-carinated bowls
(Fig 9. 103-105 and Fig 11. 124-129), which are found in greater numbers. The types of jars of
this species are similar to the types of Buffware (Figll. 143-165). The form of Coarse
Brownish-Buffware is similar to the previous species (Figl2. 166-169).

The paste and slip of this pottery are light gray to dark gray and even black. These types of
pottery are wheel-made and only a few types of Coarse ware are hand-made. The Fine and
Common ware of these types are well-fired and their inner and outer surfaces are gray and
polished (Figl3, 15). The chamotte includes minerals such as fine sand particles, quartz, and a
limited volume of lime. The form of Fine Grayware is comparable to the previous two species,
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and specimens of the previous species can also be seen in this type (Fig 13. 170-195). Except
for the plate types (Fig 15. 196-199), which are found only in the Common Grayware species,
other forms of this species are similar to the previous specimens (Fig 15. 200-237). The number
of Coarse Grayware specimens is limitedd (Fig 16. 238-244).

Due to the limited volume (3%), an accurate evaluation of this type of pottery is not possible.
The paste and slip, whether inside or outside, of these dishes is brown to gray or brownish gray.
The paste of these dishes contains the following inclusions: sand particles, along with fine and
coarse mica particles, which are gold and silver, as well as small pieces of lime. The surface of
these dishes is rough due to the large size of the minerals (Figl7). Forms of pottery of this type
include pots (Fig 17. 245-248) and jars (Fig 17. 249-251).

The pottery of the three periods of Meydan, in terms of general tradition, is most similar to
the Godin Il, Babajan Il, and I, Nush-I Jan, Mush Tepe, Yelfan Tepe, and Gonspan/Patpeh.
Features such as the predominance of Buffware, most pottery forms belong to different types of
bowls, carinated bowls (Table 1. 6-10), bowls with triangular edges (Table 1. 11-14), s-
carinated bowls (Table 1. 15-19), bowls with vertical handles and branched appendages (Table
1. 24-23), bowls with horizontal handles (Table 1. 18-19, 21) and similar edges, jugs with
vertical spout (Fig 18. 29-31). Among these vessels, there are large volumes of carinated bowls
(Table 1. 1-5), Buff-cups (Table 1. 32-39) and jars with triangular edges (Table 1. 40-45) that
are found in Achaemenid sites such as Hasanlu Ill, Babajan I, Pasargadae and Persepolis. This
can be seen as indicating the continuation of the pottery culture of the Median period at Meydan
until the Achaemenid period.

Conclusion

The pottery index forms of the Median and Achaemenid periods of Meydan Ill are a strong
indicator that this layer to this period. According to historical documents, the formation of the
main kingdom of Media in Hegmataneh took place around the middle of the 7th century BCE,
and that the settlement of this place continued into the Median and Achaemenid periods. The
study of ceramics and their comparative regional typological parallels also confirms this dating.
This result is important in relation to the archaeological evidence related to Hegmataneh in the
Median period, which unfortunately, despite many studies and excavations, has not until now
yielded any significant results. For the first time, we can tie a specific material layer in the
central core of Hamadan and Hegmataneh to this period.
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Fig4: The types of Meydan Il Potteries based on the quality of construction, color of Chamotte, and slip
(Shabani, 2017: 133)
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Fig5: Selected drawing and image of Fine Buff wares of Meydan I11 (Shabani, 2017: 140)
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Fig6: Selected Common Buff wares of Meydan 111 (Shabani, 2017: 141)
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Fig7: Selected types of Common Buff bowls and jars of Meydan 111 (Shabani, 2017: 145)
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Fig8: Selected drawing and image of Coarse Buff wares of Meydan 111 (Shabani, 2017: 147)
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Fig9: Selected drawing and image of Fine Brownish-Buff wares of Meydan I11 (Shabani, 2017: 150)
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Fig10: Selected of Common Brownish-Buff wares of Meydan 111 (Shabani, 2017: 151)
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Figl11: Selected types of Common Brownish-Buff Bowls (left) and jars (right) of Meydan 111 (Shabani,
2017: 153)
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Figl12: Selected drawing and image of Coarse Brownish-Buff wares of Meydan Il (Shabani, 2017: 154)
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Fig13: Selected drawing and image of Fine Gray wares of Meydan Il (Shabani, 2017: 156)
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Figl4: Selected of Common Gray wares of Meydan 111 (Shabani, 2017: 158)

S ao,s & L laolisy s oo bojsS 5 laolicy daauls glsil Jols Jyass (g Sl Gy L IS
Gl il slal b g ynSE laclisy wims o olaisl s 4 |, Jyars g Sl aist S

a0 9 dgas agly b axaS p IS0 4 b g ool 5 By bl ad a5 lo as 0 FO slasgly g onniS
2y Jeere S Bg,b 5l oo 0 DA Lauls (147137 10 pgai) Cal ouls aizle O )b oS Coon
5 Cewl oole ((sloged (69955 5 (69958 4gS sladulS 4 Cand (S lranls S 06,8 e p
o3 7S Jloas (LB 45 90 Sladuls 4 o Ay JSB 3 az g ad KB 50 a4 Bgib nl o g9
Sauls g5 op Sy 5l (SO MY 00 sar) Conl ailine daanls S0 5l golaws Sl I b ogd
CSU Ay olaskl Ho awls plad (Y- 0-YIY N0 pead) Conl Jloasgly Aan b slaauls ¢ Jeors 5 puS>
@olass 5 (NIV-Y12 00 paad) &)l Lload g puses &S bawlS .cuol 4t g pm @ agly b (o055 00l
Jal (V8 00 peas) Siloads adle wlodsms ol 4 Soop b B,k ad 4 a5 a8l aws b gyl )

VY =YYV 00 jipa) W35l (6 5aS £905 g oo Jolls |y a3gS ol o )0 YA a5 (glao oS

A BN S I A
= 2 AY TR
I R
s 1 v, h

fe—3— 7 1% LN

Yo . \ c
i€ el < '\ ip——

- e e

(V2 AYA2  olad) plous abgs 1 5,99 (Jyare 5 5S> soojsS g awls glgil VO g3
Fig15: Selected types of Common Gray bowls and Jars of Meydan 111 (Shabani, 2017: 160)
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Figl6: Selected drawing and image of Coarse Gray wares of Meydan 111 (Shabani, 2017: 161)
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Figl7: Selected drawing and image of Cooking wares of Meydan |11 (Shabani, 2017: 163)
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Tablel: Comparative studies of Meydan 111 potteries with other Median and Achaemenid
sites (Authors)
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9 Persepolis (Schmidt, 1957: PI. 72, 1-3)
Apadana of Susa (Curtis, 1993: Fig. 8, 84)

s Pasargadae (Stronach, 1978: p.242, 1-17)

/ Hasanlu Illa (Dyson, 1999a: Fig. 7 & 1999b: Fig.
03 5,4, b)
B Ziweye (Young, 1965: Fig. 3, 6,9, 11 & Fig. 4,

6)

Kul Tepe | (Abedi et al, 2014: Fig. 59, 2)
Kul Tarike (V- + AYAY ( Jlgs )

Baba Jan | (Goff, 1985: Fig. 2, 50-51)
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Hasanlu Illa (Dyson, 1999a: Fig. 3. a-f & fig. 8.
a-f)

Baba Jan | (Goff, 1985: Fig. 4, 11-21)

Tepe Yalfan (Almasi et al, 2017: Fig. 9)

Godin Il (Gopnik, 2005: PI. 8, 101 & 108 & 128)

Godin Il (Gopnik, 2005: PI. 4, 64-70 & Young,
1969: p. 119, 19))

Persepolis (V-Y jgas AYAY (o lac)

Pasargadae (Stronach, 1978: p.244, 7-12)
Gunespan-e Patapeh (Naseri et al, 2016: PI. 20,
6312, 6310)

Godin Il (Gopnik, 2005: PI. 3, 46-48 & PI. 8,
105, 107 & Young, 1969: p. 123, 10)

Haji Khan (v+ A ¥AA (|50 5 (en)

Tepe Yalfan (Almasi et al, 2017: Fig. 9)

Baba Jan | (Goff, 1985: Fig. 3, 11-18)
Baba-Kamal (£ 5 ¥ <VAY YAV (1,50 5 B soesxs)

Nush-i Jan (Stronach, 1978: Fig. 6, 9-14 & 28-29
& Fig. 7, 1-4)

Tepe Yalfan (Almasi et al, 2017: Fig. 9)

Baba Jan | (Goff, 1985: Fig. 2, 11)

Haji Khan (Y _usi D) ¥A (o) 508 5 iar)

Baba Jan | (Goff, 1985: Fig. 4, 6, 7, 9)

Nush-i Jan (Stronach, 1978: Fig. 7, 4, 8)

Tepe Yalfan (Almasi et al, 2017: Fig. 10)

Godin 11 (Gopnik, 2005: PI. 4, 69, 73 & PI. 6, 87)
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Persepolis (Schmidt, 1957: PI. 89, 5)
Pasargadae (Stronach, 1978: p. 258, 2)
Baba Jan | (Goff, 1985: Fig. 7, 1-7)

Tepe Yalfan (Almasi et al, 2017: Fig. 9)
Nush-i Jan (Stronach, 1978: Fig. 8, 1-2)
Haji Khan (Y _isai 1) YA (ol K 5 iar)
Godin 11 (Young, 1969: p. 121, 19)
Hasanlu 111 (Young, 1965: Fig. 2, 4)

Persepolis () 7Y+ Lesai 1V YAY ((ollac)
Pasargadae (Stronach, 1978: p. 248, 1-20)
Gunespan-e Patapeh (Naseri et al, 2016: PI. 20,
6301, 6315)

Baba Jan | (Goff, 1985: Fig. 2, 19-21)

Mosh Tepe (Mohammadifar et al, 2015: PL. 10)
Nush-i Jan (Stronach, 1978: Fig. 6, 1-8)

Tepe Yalfan (Almasi et al, 2017: Fig. 9)

Godin Il (Gopnik, 2005: PI. 6, 80-81)

Hasanlu 111 (Young, 1965: Fig. 1, 1, 9, 11 & Fig.
4, 6)

Pasargadae (Stronach, 1978: p.264, 6-10 & 20-27
& p. 266, 1-20)
Persepolis (f5-00 ;g N YAY ( ollac)

Gunespan-e Patapeh (Naseri et al, 2016: PI. 20,
6245, 6219)

Baba Jan | (Goff, 1985: Fig. 5, 1-8)

Nush-i Jan (Stronach, 1978: Fig. 9, 2)

Tepe Yalfan (Almasi et al, 2017: Fig. 9)

Godin 11 (Young, 1969: p. 121, 1-13)
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