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Troglodyte Tahyagh is one of the important sites of the medieval Islamic
period in Iran. During the first season of archaeological excavations at this
site, in addition to identifying various architectural spaces, pottery and various
beads, as well as other valuable artifacts such as various types of metal and
bronze containers, gold coins and gold ornaments were found. In terms of
variety and abundance, the metalwork of Tahyagh, it is one of the few known
archaeological sites in Iran during the Middle Islamic period. Moreover, it is
one of the few known sites of this period with this amount of metal artifacts of
the Islamic period has been obtained in its excavations. This is important
because the total number of archeological sites of this period, which have been
found in archeological excavations with a large volume of different types of
metal artifacts, does not exceed the number of fingers of one hand; at the same
time, most of these sites have several stages of settlement and it cannot be said
with certainty that all the metal artifacts discovered from them belong to a
specific time period, such as what has been obtained at Nishapur. This is an
indication of the importance of these works that yet have not been addressed
in any research. In this regard, the main purpose of this study is to introduce
and investigate the metal artifacts obtained from archaeological excavations at
Tahyagh. The method of this research is based on field studies at the site and
the identification of similar works in museums through library studies. In
these studies, it was found that these objects were probably produced and used
in the 12-13™ centuries, based on comparative studies and the existence of
evidence from coins of this period in the archaeological excavations of
Tahyagh. In addition, some of these works were likely produced in Nishapur
or Jorjan and exported to this area.
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1. Introduction

Due to its ancient civilization, the land of Iran has many historical monuments, most of which
have not yet been studied or excavated. An underappreciated group of these historical
monuments consists of underground handicrafts. Until about two decades ago, these handicrafts
were less considered by archaeologists and little was known about them. Gradually, however,
after their identification, archaeological excavations of these architectural spaces began. In the
excavations of these sites, beyond architectural spaces and finds such as pottery, beads, utensils
and metal ornaments have been identified. Various examples of these artifacts were found
during archeological excavations at Tahyagh. No independent research has been done on the
metal artifacts discovered in Tahyagh. Also, little information has been published about the
metal finds obtained in Iranian archeological excavations that are exclusively related to the
Islamic Middle Ages, which is limited to several archeological sites such as Nishapur, Ghobayra
Kerman and Robat Sharaf (Fehervari & Kiani, 1982; Allan, 1982 and Bivar, 2000). This is
indicative of our limited knowledge of medieval Islamic metalwork. Accordingly, the main
purpose of this study is to introduce, study, date and compare the metal artifacts obtained from
the Tahyagh archaeological excavations so that the time period and origin of production of these
artifacts can be determined. First a brief description of the stimulation is given and then its
golden, bronze and iron metal works are introduced and analyzed.

Troglodyte Tahyagh is located near the city of Khomein in the Khoram-Dasht rural district
of Khomein county in Markazi province (Figure 1). It is located 9 km northwest of the modern
city of Khomein, next to the village of Tahyagh, at 33°39'50" north latitude and 49°59'31" east
longitude.

The site of Tahyagh was first identified by the provincial cultural heritage officials in 2005
and entered the Iranian Cultural Heritage Register during the following year. The archaeological
excavation was carried out at the site in 2014 by E. Sharahi. There is not much information
about the historical background of Tahyagh in the texts of the Islamic period and only in the
book of “history of Qom” (written in the 10th century) there is a reference to "Tasuj Tahagh" in
the area upstream of the Great Teymare and near the Qom River (Qomi, 1982: 74). This name
and its location are largely compatible with the present-day village of Tahyagh. In addition, in
the archaeological studies of the area, no evidence of historical settlement was obtained, but
near the village, an ancient site related to the Sassanian period and early Islam was identified
(Sharahi, 2014: 72). The question of where the inhabitants of the Tahyagh River originally lived
has not yet been properly answered.

The subterranean complex at Tahyagh was cut into a conglomerate rock composition of a
mixture of fine and coarse conglomerates, containing a layer of calcareous marl (Sanaei, 2014:
20). The excavation exposed large parts of the surviving architecture: the entrance, the entrance
passage, Hall, 11 rooms, 4 storerooms or bins, 5 corridors, 3 vent ducts, and 2 wells, which
formed a consistent complex. In addition to these, over 10,000 different pieces of glazed and
unglazed pottery were found in excavations, all of which find parallels in comparative
chronologies related to the 12th-13th centuries. Various stone, pottery and bone beads and other
artifacts, such as glass finds, are among the other valuable artifacts found in the excavation,
which are discussed in the excavation report.

The metal artifacts were ubiquitous present across the whole complex, but they were more
common in larger spaces such as the Hall and Rooms 1, 2 and 6. Given their high variety, they
are introduced below in different groups:

Gold: Related objects include Kharazmshahid coinage and personal ornaments such as
earrings, finger rings, and pendants.

Silver: In the excavated assemblage from Tahyagh, silver objects are the least represented
group of metal artefacts. The discovered pieces are restricted to two finger rings.
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Copper alloy: The objects of the related material fall in several groups, among them being
cosmetic implements, personal ornaments, utensils, lamps and miscellaneous objects .

Iron Objects: By virtue of hypothesized function, the iron pieces from Tahyagh can be
placed in several classes such as braziers, weaponry, farm tools, etc.

The subterranean rock-cut architectural complex of Tahyagh, a major archaeological site in
Markazi Province, was excavated for only a single season. The metal pieces from the site rank
among the most distinct objects so far known from the excavations of the middle Islamic
centuries in Iran. Stylistically, they resemble those attributed to the Seljuk period, and the
bronze pieces find parallels among the material produced at Nishapur or Jorjan.
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Table3: Tahyagh bronze cosmetics and ornaments
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Fig9-10: Seljukid bronze headstone found in Nishapur (Allan, 1982: p76, fig 83-85) & Bronze decorative
mortar of the 12th century (Statlichen Museum: item number 1. 6760)
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Table4: Others Tahyagh Bronze objects
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Figl1-12: Rabat Sharaf pot on the right (Fehervari, 1981: 89) and the example of Al-Sabah Museum in
Kuwait on the left (Al-Sabah Museum: item number LNS 3 M)
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Figl13: Vasme-Jush in Qajarid period (http://www.qajarwomen.org/fa/items/14140A4.html)
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Figl4: Examples of medicinal containers or Jarghatos of the medical museum of Ibn Sina's tomb in
Hamadan (authors)
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Fig15-16: The right side of the bronze Jarghatu of the 7-10th century of Abu-Nasr Palace (Whitcomb,
1985: p161 & 167: fig62.e) and the left side of the example of the 10-12th century of Nishapur
(Metropolitan Museum: item number 39.40.100)


http://www.qajarwomen.org/fa/items/14140A4.html
http://www.qajarwomen.org/fa/items/14140A4.html

Ny Vo) —¥Y ool sy o 6yleds VF 690  sawlic bl lalllae aloxe

058 Uged > Ceew o (LADrousse & Boucharlat, 1972: pl11, fig28-4) ies i s5le > Conly S VAVY gl
(1.5629 o 0 Loy iz il 0390) Hulics 50 F-Y

Fig17-18: The right side of the Susa bronze Jarghatu (Labrousse & Boucharlat, 1972: p111, fig. 4-28) and
the left side of the example of the 9-10th century Nishapur (Statliche Museum: Item No. 1.5629)
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Fig19-20: The right side of the 12-13th century bronze Jarghatu of Qala Davar (Keal & Keal, 1981: p34
& PI. VIa) and the left side of the 11-12th century example of Nishapur (Allan, 1982: p74, fig80)
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Table5: Others Iron objects of Tahyagh
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Fig21: Iron pan or brazier inlaid with bronze pieces. The discovery site of the well room. The
diameter of the opening is 27 cm and the height is 13 cm (authors)
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