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Article Ifo Abstract
Tombstones in cemeteries are perhaps one of the most semantically complex
human works of art. Tombstones deal with the most important and most
painful event in human life, namely death and the hereafter. Tombstones
exhibit great variety, both in general form and in their decorative motifs.
Studying the morphology of the gravestones and exploring the human,
animal, vegetal, geometric and other images, together they provide valuable
information on Iranian-Islamic religious beliefs and historical sociology.
Article history:  Tombstones vary signficantly according to the religious beliefs and the
culture and geography of each region. In the group of tombstones analyzed in
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Received: this paper the most important, from the point of view of visual semantics and
31, July, 2019 mythological beliefs, are rams and stone lions. This group of tombstones are

generally found in the western half of Iran, especially in the northwest and
In Revised form: west of Iran. This paper is a descriptive-analytical study of field and library
11, April, 2020 studies, seeking to discover the congruence between tombstone form and

motifs and ornaments, i.e., the relationship between meanings and patterns in
?;sztreild:zozo gravestones and lion-like stones found in cemeteries of the era of Islam in

Iran. Studies show that the ram and lion tombstones themselves are symbols
of greatness, bravery, heroism, greatness and courage, and all the sub-motifs
Published onlin: on the body of these works also somehow reflect these traits and meanings,
21, December, 2022  and they are completely dependent on the volume or morphology of the
tombstones. Finally, it can be concluded that the stone carving artist has
chosen these motifs with full knowledge of the meanings of the shape of the
tombstones as well as the motifs placed on them. Therefore, he has been
looking for the connection and dependence between form and image in his
artwork.
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1. Introduction

A tombstone is a product that is created in the confrontation between several
components of individual identity, social relations, mythological mindsets, conceptual
system, ethnicity and religion. A grave is placed and marked (Streiter, Leonhard &
Yoann, 2007: 2) and in fact is a monument for the deceased, which creates a continuity
in time (Qorbani et al, 2007: 52). In general, it should be stated that there are many
signs and symbols present on the tombstones, as well as in the engravings depicted on
these works. Consequently, their study can provide a great deal of information related to
studied communities and the deceased person themself.

Tombstones can be divided into several categories in terms of form, including: altar-
shaped tombstones, raised tombstones or shafts (stone or wood), simple conical
tombstones, vertical rectangular tombstones, stone rams, stone lions, stone horses,
cradle tombstone, and matching or stepped tombstones. Finally, it should be said that
each of these forms or sizes, motifs and inscriptions, in addition to having artistic and
aesthetic aspects, represent religious, holy and cultural thoughts and ideas. According to
previous studies, ram-shaped tombstones or stone rams are mostly found in the western
half of Iran, i.e., in the provinces of Lorestan, East and West Azerbaijan, Kohgiluyeh
and Boyer Ahmad, Khuzestan, and Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari. Almost all the sources
that have been written about stone rams up to now have attributed them to the Turkmens
of Aq Qoyunlu and Kara Qoyunlu (Tanavoli, 2008:74).

In general, the image of the ram, with its twisted horns, in addition to being a sign of
a ritual symbol or forgotten symbols of Iranian clans in the general culture of Iran
(Mokhtarian and Shukri, 1390: 140), also has various other functions, including some
other symbols. It is also possible to refer to the symbol of strength, masculinity and
courage (Bigdeli, 1369: 117; Jalali et al., 2017: 29). In addition to other symbolic
manifestations, the ram as the leader and symbol of the herd is a symbol of dignity and
social status. This matter is also mentioned in the book "Al-Tafhim". In this book, the
ram refers to a group of people and professionals; Among them, Mulug, Sarifan,
Zarraban, Shabanan, and others, as well as any tower, indicates temperament, just as it
indicates a smiling and noble character (Homaei, 1362: 325-331).

Bard Shir or Shir Sangi is more common among Lors and Qashgais and can be found
in most valleys and mountains of the Zagros in the west, southwest and parts of
southern Iran, as well as in the slopes of Western Alborz. In general, in addition to parts
of Armenia and Azerbaijan, these works are scattered across the provinces of East and
West Aczerbaijan, Zanjan, Lorestan, Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari, Kohgiluye, Fars,
Isfahan and Khuzestan. One of the rites in Bakhtiari culture is placing a stone lion (bard
shir) on the graves of long-lasting figures, famous and well-known, called the family
(Qanbari Adivi, 2013: Foreword). These rites and rituals caused not only the lion stone
itself, but also the motifs placed on its body to be a story and a symbol of the greatness,
courage and prominence of these people (Hasanvand, 1388: 133).

Unlike other tombstones, on which all kinds of geometrical, plant, animal, and
human motifs can be seen, on the tombstones of stone rams and lions, in most cases and
in about 90% of this group of tombstones, tools and weapons have been chosen as the
main motifs on the bodies of lions and stone rams. As mentioned, the chosen motifs
include: swords, bows and arrows, daggers, guns, shields, maces, horsemen, all of
which somehow recall the deceased person's power and glory during his lifetime. These
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war tools all represent and imply words such as power, fighting, strength, courage,
combativeness, and high social status.

Tombstones, in addition to bearing mythological and archetypal meanings in relation to
the art and religion of ancient Iran, are also symbols of power, strength, courage,
greatness, social status and the grandeur of the deceased person. The interesting thing to
note about the ram and lion tombstones is that the appearance of these tombstones,
including the patterns and decorations carved on them, demonstrates the same
meanings. These motifs, which are mostly weapons and tools of war, typically represent
the strength and courage of the deceased person, the greatness and respect, awe and
glory, valor and bravery of the deceased person, etc. In general, they portray the social
status of the deceased person. Finally, it can be said that all the concepts and symbols of
the motifs placed on this group of tombstones represent the same meanings in their form
and shape, and this shows that the craftsperson who carved them was fully aware of the
meanings of the form. The artisan has paid attention to the selection of the gravestones
and the motifs and sought to establish the connection and dependence between form and
image in their artwork.
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Map 1. Distribution of cemeteries with ram-shaped tombstones in Iran (authors)
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Figure 1. Stone ram with deer hunting motifs and sword (authors)
Figure 2. Stone ram with bow and arrow motifs, Azerbaijan Museum (authors)
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Figure 3. A stone ram with a dagger pattern, Azerbaijan Museum (authors)
Figure 4. A stone ram with a sword pattern, Nakhchivan Museum (authors)
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Figure 5. A stone ram with a bow and arrow motif, Maragheh (authors)
Figure 6. A stone ram with a shield and sword motif, Maragheh (authors)
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Figure 7. Hafeshjan stone lion (https://hamgardi.com)
Figure 8. Patterns of guns, swords and daggers on Izeh stone lions (https://fa.wikipedia.org)
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Figure 9. Ize stone lion with a sword pattern (http://www.donyayesafar.com/n/9257)
Figure 10. Bakhtiari stone lion with sword and shield designs (http://4iranian.com/index.aspx?siteid)

(http://rezvanstone.ir :sl) il b s 5 Kais i b o Lidu (Siw e 1)) g
(http://lalinews.ir/Pages/News-3425 :55L) ... g« pow cpivads (oo b liwjss JY (K slo s VY g
Figure 11. Bakhtiari stone lion with the image of a gun and dagger or knife (http://rezvanstone.ir)

Figure 12. Lali Khuzestan stone lions with sword, shield, etc. patterns (http://lalinews.ir/Pages/News-
3425)
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Figure 13. Variation of the role of the sword in the tombstones of Koch and Shir Sangi (authors)
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Figure 14. The image of a bow and arrow on the tombstone of a ram and a stone lion (authors)
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Figure 15. The variety of dagger shapes on the tombstones of ram and Lion Stone (authors)
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Figure 16. The shape of a gun on the tombstone of a stone lion (authors)
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Figure 17. The variety of shield shapes on the tombstones of ram and Lion Stone (authors)
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Figure 18. Shapes of the mace on the tombstones of Koch and Lion (authors)
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Table 1. Various motifs placed on the studied tombstones and their symbolism (authors)
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Table 2. Comparative of the symbology of the shape of the ram and stone lion tombstones and the motifs
placed on their bodies (authors)
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