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Abstract

The Halil roud Basin is one of the known ancient sites of the 3 millennium BC in southeastern
Iran. From this basin, following archaeological studies in 2001, more than 300 archaeological
sites during prehistoric to Islamic periods have been identified. The most important relics of this
civilization belong to the 3" millennium BC, which is comparable to the historical relics of the
Mesopotamian, Elamite, Central Asian and the Indus Valley civilizations. The main issue of this
research is to identify the civilization of Halil roud by studying the symbolic motifs of objects in
the form of bar pins that have been identified from all over the Halilroud basin and are kept in
the Harandi Museum in Kerman. These objects are 155 pieces of pins, which are a group of
simple rods without patterns and 24 of them have a pin head decorated with animal, plant and
geometric patterns. The purpose of this study is to introduce and recognize 3 pieces of the
above-mentioned pins, which have been selected and studied due to the role the confrontation
animals. The role of animals in these pins has been described descriptively-analytically and the
themes of these three objects as cultural and artistic findings of Halil roud basin in a
comparative study with the themes of the showing areas of the 3“millennium BC in
southeastern Iran, the Mesopotamian and Central Asian civilization have been evaluated. From
the perspective of studying the history of art, by collecting information in a field method,
including observing these works in the museum, photography, design, and typology of the
motifs, Technique and style of shapes, a comparative study of these motifs has been done. In
addition to the field method, these analyzes have been completed using written documents and
sources, as a result of the pin and as a result of examining these pins, it was found that the shape
of the pins with the body shape of animals such as mountain goats standing on their front legs
and symbolically feeding the tree, eagles with raised wings, snakes with open mouths and It is
performed in an aggressive manner and the lions sitting in front of each other in a completely
symmetrical manner and this state of their symmetry with each other induces their
confrontation. Thus, these motifs have been categorized and evaluated in terms of animal
confrontation, content and possibly mythological features.Considering the observation and
comparison of these motifs, it can be acknowledged that these objects show the influence of the
insight and awareness of the creators of these works and the systematic human interaction with
the environment and common culture in the past. Which is created through the beliefs, beliefs
and aesthetic sense of the producing artist and the similarity of these designs to the animals of
other ancient sites shows the common nature of these areas and the cultural influence of artists
on each other in creating works of art.
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1.Intuoduction

The civilization of Halil roud Basin is one of the known ancient areas of the 3" millennium B.C
in southeastern Iran, which is formed on both sides of the main route of the permanent Halil
roud in Jiroft city. In fact, this river has become one of the main factors in the formation of
cultures and civilizations in this region(Majidzadeh,2008:32). Signs of cultures in this region
with the discovery of works of art and archaeological studies since 2001 have led to the
identification of more than 300 ancient sites from prehistoric times to the Islamic era in this
region(Stanker,2014: 10). The most important of these areas is Konar Sandal hill(Majidzade and
Pitman, 2008), which proves the originality and breadth of the artworks of the 3™ millennium
B.C in this basin(Majidzadeh B, 2003). In addition to the Konar sandal antiquities, a variety of
cultural finds have been identified throughout the catchment area. Among these findings are
metal bar pins (copper and bronze), which have been obtained through archaeological studies
and their seizure from smugglers of illegal excavations by special units for the protection of the
cultural heritage of Kerman province. Regarding the exact dating and use of these objects, due
to the lack of connection between these objects and archaeological stratigraphy and the lack of
metallographic and dating experiments, accurate dating can not be considered for them, because
It is not clear whether these objects were obtained from cemeteries or settlements of any
historical period, so based on a comparative study of the symbolism of their motifs with the
objects of Jiroft archaeological discoveries (Pitman: 2008, Piran and Akbarzadeh, 2013: Fig.
77), Central Asia (Sarianidi, 2017:Fig.127) and Mesopotamia (Mackan, 1996: 87). We probably
attribute these objects to the third millennium BC. The main issue of this article is to introduce
and identify some of these objects, this group metal object includes 155 pieces of rod pins that
are kept in the garden complex of Harandi Museum in Kerman. Most of these objects are in the
form of pins without pinheads and only 24 pieces of this set have pinheads, in the center of them
are various designs including geometric, plant, human, animal, and mixed designs. The purpose
of this article is to introduce 3 pieces of bar pins with decorative pinheads to the symbolic
motifs of animals whose documentary museum information is mentioned in (Tablel). In terms
of form, these pins have narrow rods with triangular pinheads, squares with a curved angle at
the top of the frame, and an embodiment of animal motifs due to the symmetrical placement of
animal motifs on the pinhead that is introduced as the role of confrontation indicator. In fact,
describing and analyzing the role of animals in these pins is new research according to the type
of confrontation placement. Using the descriptive-analytical method of the motifs of these three
objects as cultural and artistic findings of Halil roud basin in a comparative study with the
motifs of the 3" millennium indicator sites in southeastern Iran, civilization Mesopotamia and
Central Asia have been evaluated, From the perspective of studying the history of art, by
collecting information in a field method, including observing these works in the museum,
photography, design and typology of the motifs, Technique and style of shapes, a comparative
and comparative study of these motifs has been done. In addition to the field method, these
analyzes have been completed using written documents and sources, As a result of the pins,
these motifs, in the form of horned goats or mountain goats facing each other on both sides of
the tree, stand symmetrically on their front legs and symbolically feed on the tree (Fig.1). The
conflict between the two eagles in the center of the role with two marginal snakes (Fig.4), In
accordance with the motifs of Mesopotamian mythology, perhaps the concept of this role can be
described as a battle between the forces of good and evil and the celestial and terrestrial forces,
and in another interpretation, it can be attributed to the mythical story of Etana, whose motif is
on the seal. The Akkadian cylinders (Fig.6) are engraved and in the other pin, the two lions face
each other in a peaceful position (Fig.5). In fact, the designs on these pins vary depending on the
meaning of the theme. It has been performed based on the body shape of the animals, and by
comparative analysis of the designs, it can be concluded that the construction of these objects
shows the influence of the insight and awareness of the creators of these works and interaction
with the natural environment around them in creating works. And in fact, the impact of the
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environment and human culture is a systemic phenomenon, because the change in one will lead
to change in the other, and the signs of these changes can be seen in the cultural findings of
different historical periods and different climates. And in fact, the artists of the past receive their
favorite subjects from the point of view of beliefs, customs, and aesthetic sense, the meanings of
which are hidden from us. Therefore, according to the study of artifacts discovered from ancient
sites, it can be concluded that the more the complexity of these communities is increased, the
more it is reflected in the creation of works of art and the use of more diverse designs on more
objects It becomes.
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two eagles (Authors:2019).
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Fig 2: Metal lattice seals with the role of two eagles behind each other in confrontation with two
snakes (Sarianidi, 2017: Fig 127).
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Fig 3: Encounter of snake and eagle in a stone vase discovered from Halil roud basin (Piran and
Akbarzadeh, 2013: Fig 77).
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Fig 4: Bronze Pin with the confrontation of a snake and an eagle (Authors:2019).
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Fig 5: Bronze pin with the confrontation of two lions (Authors:2019).
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Fig 6: Cylindrical seal and its design belong to the Akkadian period with the role of Ethana
riding on the back of an eagle (Mckann, 1996: 87; Mortgat, 1998).
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