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Abstract

One of the fundamental features of the ancient states associated with power was ideology,
and Neo-Assyria and the Achaemenid empires were no exception to this rule. If we look
at the written and visual documents and evidence of the royal contexts of Neo-Assyria
and the Achaemenid, ideology has been at the heart of these two empires. How did they
treat the subject people? How was their cooperation and participation with these empires?
What was the connection between kings and their god or gods to justify their actions?
How did the royal inscriptions and images describe the characteristics of a mighty and
powerful king? What were the characteristics of hegemony and the view of domination
over the whole world and nations in their views and in what methods was it done? These
are the questions that this research seeks to answer to determine the ideological
commonalities and differences between these two empires in their royal contexts and
whether their ideological strategies and methods have been fundamentally different
concerning the verbal and visual violence of the Assyrians? To achieve its goals, this
research has examined the inscriptions and images (reliefs, steles, seals) of the royal
contexts of these two periods. Concerning the strategies, methods, and concepts studied in
this research, such as the mighty and powerful king, universal hegemony, connection
between king and god (gods), participation of subject people in advancing the goals of the
two empires, large construction projects and building of magnificent monuments, etc.
There is not much difference in the royal ideology of the two Neo- Assyria and
Achaemenid . Of course, the explicit and barely verbal and visual violence of the
Assyrian should not be ignored in their royal reliefs and inscriptions, however, in the
written and visual evidence of the Achaemenids, especially in the Persepolis, this
violence is not explicitly seen, that is an important feature of the worldview and ideology
of the Achaemenid monarchy.
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Introduction

Ideology can be viewed as a set of ideas and practices used by a particular group to create
shared solidarity and/or to justify actions (Pollock, 1999: 173). Ideology creates belief
systems and structures knowledge in order to generate a particular view of how the world
works and in doing so serves to legitimate the interests of particular groups. It is also a
means by which people imbue their actions with meaning and significance. A coherent
ideological system is, therefore, essential to the creation and maintenance of royal power.
The empires of Neo- Assyria (ca. 900-612 BC) and Achaemenid (ca.550-330 BC) have
also adhered to ideology, and the written and visual evidence of their royal contexts
clearly confirms this. It is noteworthy that narration is one of the most important and
fundamental features of Neo-Assyrian art. Historical narratives are especially evident in
the reliefs of the palaces of the kings of Neo- Assyria (Winter, 2010: 5-6): these
narratives, like the texts of the Neo- Assyrian period, pursue an obvious ideological
purpose of historicism. In fact, the content is carefully manipulated and the viewer is
instructed to share a definite conclusion; That only the enemy is defeated, or that the
Assyrians are always victorious and not wounded by the strength and ability of the king
and the benevolence of the gods, while the written and visual evidence (especially the
reliefs and seals) of the Achaemenid period has more of a metaphorical and symbolic
character, and narrative (except for Bistun monument) is rarely seen in them, yet, like the
Neo-Assyrian period, they have a strong ideological and influential aspect. Both the Neo-
Assyrian and Achaemenid empires ruled over a vast territory of different people and
ethnicities with different cultures and languages, and it is obvious that they use
ideological and propaganda methods and strategies by using written and visual media in
their royal contexts. Each of these ideological and propaganda strategies was related to
royal power and designed and implemented with the concurrence of the king, courtiers,
and elites.

The written and visual evidence of the royal contexts of the Neo-Assyrian and
Achaemenid periods indicate the use of ideology in their monarchy, with the difference
that the written and iconographic sources of the royal period of the Neo-Assyrian period
are usually narrative and these sources clearly speak of the hegemonic goals, the violence
used in the campaigns of the kings of Neo-Assyria, the humiliation of the defeated people
and kings, the valuable position of the internal and local elites in the empire, the mighty
and powerful king and the king's very close connection with the gods, especially the
AsSur god (Figure 2), while the narrative aspect of the Achaemenid royal inscriptions,
images and motives is very faint and their metaphorical and symbolic features are more
colorful. Of course, Bistun's monument and especially its inscription are exceptions to
this rule. What is strongly seen in the ideology of the Neo- Assyrian Empire, given
written and visual evidence of their royal context, is their verbal and visual violence, so
that the Assyrian royal inscriptions and annals and the reliefs of their palaces are full of
descriptions, and depict violent and frightening scenes, such as throwing insurgent leaders
and enemy, burning, piercing their bodies and nailing them, beheading and accumulating
their heads, crushing them under chariots, and so on (Parker, 2011: 372) (Figure 4), and
this ideological method and strategy was very effective and made the Assyrians
considered very violent and bloodthirsty. Undoubtedly, behind all this naked and
unbridled violence lies the propaganda goals related to the ideology and royal power of
the Neo-Assyrian Empire, and the use of the strategy of psychological warfare and
intimidation in the hearts of defeated and captured enemies and local people immediately
surrendered them to the Assyrians and they submitted to the all-encompassing power and
dominance of the Neo-Assyrian Empire. In contrast, in Achaemenid royal ideology it
seems to depict and describe scenes of violence and humiliation and belittle the subject
lands and people and torture and persecute them had no place, at least concerning the
royal reliefs and inscriptions (except for Bistun monument), and were replaced by
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extensive cooperation and participation in the construction and advancement of the
imperial goals and plans, the reliefs of the Apadana staircases in which representatives of
various lands throughout the empire offer to the great king or throne- bearers scene on the
facade of the tombs of the Achaemenid kings in Nagsh-e-Rostam and Persepolis, as well
as the reliefs of the Hundred columns and the central building at Persepolis emphasize on
the relatively voluntary and freely submission of the people and ethnic groups of the
empire (Root, 1979; 1990) (Figure 5). Such motifs and reliefs were also consistent with
the ideological and propaganda goals of the Achaemenids. However, the royal ideologies
of Neo-Assyria and the Achaemenids, also had similarities, including the close
connection between the king and god (or gods), referring to the capabilities and the
abundant physical strength of the kings of these two Empires (Figure 1), the participation
and cooperation of local people in projects to build and decorate royal palaces, the high-
ranking external and internal officials and elites (Figure 3), the tendency of both empires
to dominate the world, which is evident in the titles of kings and their inscriptions and
reliefs, and a very vast territory with different lands, ethnicities, and languages.
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Figure 3: A (right): Assyrian scribes Relief from the central palace at Nimrud (ca. 728 BCE),
B (left): Statue of Udjahorresnet, an Egyptian official in the Achaemenid period (Colburn,
2020: 63).
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Figure 4: Detail of relief of Assurbanipal: Ulai river battle, room 33, southwest palace,
Nineveh (Winter, 2010: 100).
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Figure 5: A (right): The relief of the northern and eastern stairs of Persepolis, which the
representatives of the Saka Tigraxauda qift (or tribute?) to the areat king (Schmidt, 1953:
PI. 37), B (left): a scene called the royal tronne- bearers (central hall of Persepolis) (Ibid: PI.
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Figure 6: Shalmaneser 111, black obelisk, Nimrud with tributaries rows (Winter, 2010: 67).
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