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Abstract

Because of the hot and dry weather of central desert in Iran, archaeological fieldwork
and case studies in some regions like Tabas city have been insignificant and
archaeologists were not interested in working there. However, recent archaeological
surveys have provided valuable findings for researchers. Specific geographical location
and the connection as a natural corridor among central Asia, North of Khorasan,
southeast of Iran, and central plateau of Iran, which was made by central desert, can be
a great cause of archaeological studies in this region to get better understanding of
ancient cultures from east of Iran. Therefore, to achieve perfect understanding over
Great Khorasan Culture (BMAC), and the way it was developed across the east of Iran
and its intercultural issues with other regions, all of them would demand completed
archaeological studies at the same time with this culture in central east. Recent
archaeological fieldwork on Great Khorasan Culture (BMAC) in central east were led to
recognize several settlements and some new cemeteries located on the east for this
culture. Bekanda site in Tabas is one of the significant sites in central east in which
many evidences of the Great Khorasan Culture (BMAC) have been observed. This site
is located beside the permanent river and of course, it was damaged dramatically.
According to archaeological evidences it appears that Bekanda is a cemetery correlated
with Bronze Age and associated with Great Khorasan Culture (BMAC). The main
sources of this research have been chosen from the library sources and excavations of
Bekanda of Tabas. This excavation was done for determining and recommending the
border of this site, then these findings were analyzed and interpreted in theoretical
studies. This paper intends to introduce and describing Great Khorasan Culture
(BMAC) at the eastern Part of central Desert of Iran; furthermore, its results can
demonstrate different aspects of this culture.
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Because of the hot and dry weather of central desert in Iran, archaeological fieldwork and case
studies in some regions like Tabas city have been insignificant and archaeologists were not
interested in working there. However, recent archaeological surveys have provided valuable
findings for researchers. Specific geographical location and the connection as a natural corridor
among central Asia, North of Khorasan, southeast of Iran, and central plateau of Iran, which
was made by central desert, can be a great cause of archaeological studies in this region to get
better understanding of ancient cultures from east of Iran. Therefore, to achieve perfect
understanding over Great Khorasan Culture (BMAC), and the way it was developed across the
east of Iran and its intercultural issues with other regions, all of them would demand completed
archaeological studies at the same time with this culture in central east. Recent archaeological
fieldwork on Great Khorasan Culture (BMAC) in central east were led to recognize several
settlements and some new cemeteries located on the east for this culture. Geographically, the
central desert is the connection between Khorasan and central Asia with the central plateau and
even the southeast of Iran. This geographical-communication factor has caused important issues
of archeology in different periods, especially late Bronze Age, to be connected to
Archaeological studies in the south Khorasan. The study of the Great Khorasan Culture is
important in this region, because studies and investigations that have been done related to this
period. Most of the researches did in the central desert associated with the central plateau, But
Tabas region in the east of this area has been less considered by researchers. Archaeological
fieldwork on Great Khorasan Culture has detected several new settlements and cemeteries in the
east of Iran in recent years. New Archaeological findings and evidence from the northeastern
settlements of Iran in Chalow of Jajarm (Biscione & Vahdati, 2011:238) and Eshgh site of
Bojnourd (Vahdati, 2014:19) in North Khorasan, Shahrak Firoozeh of Neishabour (Basafa &
Rahmati, 2012), Damghani hill (Vahdati & Francfort, 2010) and Ferizi hill (Saboori et al, 2014)
of Sabzevar, Yarim tepe of Dargaz (Shaikh, 2014) in Khorasan Razavi, Raze site of Darmian
(Soroosh & Yoosefi, 2014), Gavand-e- Baghestan of Fardows and the Bekanda site of Tabas
(Farjami, 2015) in South Khorasan province show the new areas of developing and influence of
the Great Khorasan Culture. Bekanda site in Tabas is one of the significant sites in central east
in which many evidences of the Great Khorasan Culture (BMAC) have been observed. This site
is located beside the permanent river and of course, it was damaged dramatically. According to
archaeological evidences it has been understood that Bekanda is a cemetery correlated with
Bronze Age and associated with Great Khorasan Culture (BMAC). The Bekanda site was first
identified as a result of agricultural activities. This area with its border is about 20 hectares,
which includes hill and parts of agricultural land (Figure 1). Unfortunately, most of the area has
been damaged by farmers. In order to determine the arena and suggesting the border of this site,
many surveys were conducted in the area, which showed that the main arena is about 700 x 150
meters. In the initial estimation, an area of about 20 hectares (including privacy) was identified
along the northeast-southwest (Map 1). However, evidence of the Bronze Age can be seen
mostly in the central (Figure 3) and northern parts (Figure 4) of the hill (a smaller range of
dimensions). It appears that Bekanda is a cemetery from the Bronze Age and related to Great
Khorasan Culture, and the Archaeological findings approve it.

To do this research, author employed practical and theoretical methods, and the
Archaeological findings of surveys and excavations Bekanda, Tabas, was the source of this
research. Excavation was done for determine the arena and suggestion of border. Then, these
data are analyzed and interpreted in theoretical studies. According to the excavation, there is no
evidence of Great Khorasan Culture around the hill. The main evidence found from the main
hill are of the northern and central parts. Because no trenches were created on the hill surface,
the present data were found by surveys. In general, the data found from Bekanda site include
pottery (Figures 5 & 6), marble vessels, agate bead and bronze arrowhead (Figure 7). The
potteries found are different and contain a range of prehistoric (Bronze Age) and Islamic
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periods. Islamic potteries are mostly diffuse around the main hill and this distribution continues
closer to the village; however, they are also slightly diffuse on the hill surface. But prehistoric
potteries are mostly found over the main hill, unlike Islamic potteries. Bronze arrowhead is an
example that is widely used in the Bronze Age, especially in the late Bronze Age (Figure 8).
Such tools and artifacts of Bronze Age have been found everywhere in the graves of the Great
Khorasan Culture, which we observe in the prominent sites of this culture, such as Gonur Tepe
(Sarianidi, 2007:127). Like the bead of Bekanda, it was found in the graves of Gonur Tepe
(Figure 9). In addition, it seems the marble vessels can be examples of the Great Khorasan
Culture, and such vessels have been discovered in the sites simultaneous with this period such
as Gonur of Turkmenistan and Chalow of Iran. Of course, these fragments were found around
the hill, but bronze bead and arrowhead were identified in the northernmost part of the southern
hill and near the central hill. These evidences over the hill, reinforce the hypothesis that this
cemetery was correlated with the Great Khorasan Culture, which has been destroyed due to
human’s damage. However, fragments of a human skeleton were also found on the hill, which
has become disturbed due to extensive damage (Figure 10). This paper intends to introduce and
describing (BMAC) at the eastern Part of central desert of Iran; furthermore, its results can
demonstrate different aspects of this culture.
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Figure 1: The aerial view of the main parts of the settlement and trench location (www.Google earth.com)
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Figure 3: Central hill surface (Authors, 2018) Figure 2: View of Bekanda site - view from the North
(Authors, 2018)
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Figure 4: Destruction of the main part of the site (part of the Northern hill) (Authors, 2018)
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Map 1: Topographic map of Bekanda site (Anani, 2018)
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Figure 5: Selected samples of pottery from surface and around the site (Anani, 2018)
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Figure 7: The objects has found in Bekanda site (Anani, 2018)
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Figure 8: Dagger and other artifacts from Gonur Tepe (Sarianidi, 2007:127)
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Figure 9: Cornelian beads from Gonur (Rossi-Osmida, 2002:118)
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Figure 10: One of the graves appeared in the site (Authors, 2018)
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Figure 11: GKC Potteries from Choopan site in Bardaskan (Heidari & Babazadeh, 2016: 5)
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