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Abstract

Tomb sites, due to the prominent construction features, execution methods and decorative elements,
account for an important part of the Iranian architectural patterns in the Islamic period in the group of
burial buildings. Regarding to the fundamental importance of these sites, from a scientific point of
view, research in various dimensions of their formation and emergence and comprehensive study is of
great importance. One of the most important structural issues of tomb sites is determining the exact
date of construction and developments that have affected their structures over time. The complex of
Sheikh Ahmad-e Jam, in the city of Torbat-e Jam, which was founded by the will or to advance the
governmental and political goals of one of the Khorasan mystics in the fifth and sixth centuries AH, is
among the magnificent works of Iranian architecture and one of the most valuable historical sites in
Iran. This complex have reflected a full image of Iranian-Islamic art and over time, has been one of
the major centers of mysticism and Sufism in eastern Iran and the land of Khorasan. Despite this
position and importance, many architectural features and decorative arts in this complex are still
unknown and neglected.Among the buildings in the complex of Sheikh Ahmad Jam’s tomb, the dome
chamber or solitary room (a place for worship), besides having a mystical and spiritual virtue for his
children and grandchildren, one of the most important features of this building is the existence of a
unique credential-narrative inscription of Al-Kart kings of Herat and a figure named "Gheymus" in it,
and on the other hand, the focus of decorative patterns in the form of murals, inscriptions and
paintings in various designs, has doubled the importance of the dome chamber of Jam’s tomb.
Therefore, the purpose of this study was to investigate and explain the architectural components and
elements of this building by examining the concept and semantics of their array patterns. This
research was conducted with the ultimate goal of obtaining answers to following questions. (1) Is the
building of the dome chamber the same plain monastery of Sheikh Ahmad Jam, which was renovated
by Sultan Sanjar after his death? (2) What justifies the existence of inscriptions and decorative
elements in the interior space and their special concept and meaning? (3) Were the inscriptions and
images written and drawn at the same period of time? However, in order to scientifically answer these
guestions, the research method and data collection of this study are based on documents and records,
field studies and of laboratory tests and its approach is descriptive, comparative and interpretive
analysis.
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1.Intuoduction

The historical complex of Sheikh Ahmad-e jam, in the name of the khorasanian Sufism in fifth and
sixth Centuries A.H (441-536) In Torbat jam city, it is considered one of the most valuable of Iranian
tomb collections that display the mirror mirror of Iranian - Islamic art. In addition to the existence of
different buildings, based on the existing evidence, the golden age of architecture and elements and
decorative patterns in this collection indicate the relation between the descendants of sheikh Ahmad-e
jam with political, cultural and social transformations one of the Local kings of eastern iran hamed
“Al-kart “or " Herat kings " According to the Realms Of Carts in cities and regions in which the Jam
province is located, “Gonbadkhaneh” is the only work of architecture in iran which has been written
at least one of the kings of Al-kart in the name “Moez-oldin” in Construction inscriptions and its
validity. The architecture and decorative elements of the Al-kart of Kings, have been traced to a great
extent in the llkhanid era style, which has been inspired even directly and directly in parts and
elements of the Saljukid era. It is close to a century that attempts have been made to introduce and
identify the historical Complex of Sheikh Ahmed-e jam and the status of monuments in Tomb, from
Iranian and European researchers and archaeological, architectural and Restorers of historical
monuments, but there seems to be a greater percentage of these studies emphasizing the recognition of
Sufi and mystic personality of sheikh ahmad-e jam. However, one of the main problems in the field of
study of the complex, the important issue of existing cronological monuments is due to spatial and
spatial changes that have occurred in the previous century on components and their physical
structures. In 1938, Plan of “Gonbadkhaneh” was painted by “Mack Cole" and in 1955, Donald N.
Wilber published it (Golombek, 2007:17). But the complete map of the Sheikh-e jam complex and the
“Gonbadkhaneh” of in 1972 was prepared by the “Daftar Fani of Khorasan” in order to take
restoration and reconstruction efforts (Daneshdost, y, 1985: 58). , “Abdolhamid Molavi” was then
introduced in the “Fasl-e jam” to introduce the “Gonbadkhaneh” and its ornamentation (Molavi, 1975).
In the following, “Lisa Golombek” studied the “Gonbadkhaneh” monument, despite numerous
shortcomings, in the article on building courses in the Mazar-e jam complex (Golombek, 2007:19).
After Golombek, Daneshdost, head of the “Daftar Fani of Khorasan”, published a report on the
Restorers of historical monuments of Mazar-e jam and the “Gonbadkhaneh” monument in the journal
of “Athar” publication (Daneshdost, 1985). “Faramarz Sabermoghadam” has also conducted a research
book on the monuments of the Mazar-ejam and “Gonbadkhaneh” (Sabermoghadam, 2004).

The main purpose of this study was to achieve the following questions:

1- Is the “Gonbadkhaneh” monument to simple monastery of Sheikh Ahmed-ejam, which was rebuilt
after her death the sultan Sanjar?

2- What can be imagined for the existence of the inscriptions and decorative elements in the interior
with a particular concept and meaning?

3. The inscriptions and designs are written and drawn at a time period?

The aim of this study is to provide some of the results of recent studies and researches from domain
studies in the “Gonbadkhaneh” monument and comparing the components and elements of
architecture and its array with the same structures.

studying the elements in the historical monument of “Gonbadkhaneh”, including building
architectural structures , inscriptions and decorative motifs based on the intended purpose has been
done in an analytical and comparative method. The data of this research has been analyzed in the
following methods:

1. The documentary method including library studies, including the preparation and identification of
the resources required in the field of theoretical discussions.

2. Survey with the objective of documenting existing evidence.

3. The use of analysis experiments in order to investigate the Color elements of the inscriptions and
the wall painting of the “Gonbadkhaneh” inner space.

According to the texts, it follows the death of Sheikh Ahmed-e jam in 536A.H, He held his body for
burial to "Madabad Sofla". Because of the silence of the sources, there is no knowledge of the
monuments built in this place before the death of the sheikh to the foundation of “Gonbadkhaneh”
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about 97 years. But there are stories around Sheikh Tomb that there were sites of monastery for the

devotees to stay. according to the findings of this research , the main inscription of the interior space,

as a valid document of the past and the evolution of this building , was studied and analyzed

historical-artistic and conceptual analysis. in general, the structure of “Gonbadkhaneh” has been

completed and decorated with the oldest works of the sheikh Ahmad-e jam complex in two

Mongolian periods”.Based on prior research on architecture structure and decorative elements for the

first time on “Gonbadkhaneh”. Showed that the main Walls of this building with close walls or

attached to it did not have the standard form of connection, and the evidence suggests a mud and mud

masonry with a square plan and an entrance in this part of the collection on the other hand, according

to the lack of solid evidence, the original *Gonbadkhaneh” has been built on the remains of the

ancient monastery of sheikh ahmed-e jam. The future archaeological excavations, of course, will

reveal more identity in a few points of the building arena.
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Table 1: Common architectural features and decorative elements of Sultan Sanjar's tomb and the
structure of the “Gonbadkhaneh”
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Figurell: The inscription of Al-Molk Kufic Figure9, 10: A sample of the interior doors script
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Figure20: The inscription saying: “Aldonya Saat”, Figure19: The inscription saying: “Aldonya Darolfana”
The exquisite door of the”Gonbadkhaneh” The exquisite door of the”Gonbadkhaneh”
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Figure21: The inscription saying: “Aldonya saat”, Shrine of Sheikh Safi, llkhanid Period
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Figure23: The design of the identified inscription Figure22: Identified inscription on the top
Of an exquisite door
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Table 2. A comparison between the inscription of the mother and child in the “Gonbadkhaneh” and the
inscriptions in the buildings of the Ilkhanid period
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Figure24: part of the inscription of the mother and child in the “Gonbadkhaneh”
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Figure25: The design of the “mother and child” inscription

asS e

S ol e aa¥l odig) cany + ool e ol JB g 5V agd 1] ol ol gl mpailly o el bl S5
Sl bl e Lol 3995 o (2 9 gtme J&5 90 (ol 05> 4 (92 ol Gl ledooad (e 4l il
OS5 S @l e (pdezme (o dese (el (ol cins saiy o)y SllS s 055589 Dol gL 5 s
5 9elsd ot aSlan Lmlol SIS a8l O las oo gy Bty oo 9 wemle] (Ul asdy
5 ol slaidy (5 90 52 (gl il (el ¥y LS Oy D pie Co 5l pslome s g sl 1l
e degddexlong doxl 098 (ropedae oy (g Pladll mu aedl SN cdad cgs sge Slusd ooy ol
5 oY o,z (e pan Jled (b ot Jlsall (e)lod 60l Sl alol b ol [en 5] 508 ndll s oo 5 L5
CaSloaring (piw 9 O Al j90-d (B Ogad O Ll 09y a8l Bgas Oa,hanls s wad

S 4o 5

Jol (50 g dniy yiloaSs oy cpul g lol 3855 ST 5 o &5 g0 (pl oS> 4 (92D (Cud> daz )
L5 5 €08 5o o tams pamn (5 o (il o i o 0,0 8 Gty 5 (552 colond
S ol plemwl 4 (l alSls il Cungy Sl 4 09d 23], ol g Colaa ) ) e sigls oS
ol (el o seal ¥y S35 &)l Spaz w3 5e Gliglne Slol g el T elal g aelB Sged g
Lo 5 (5o sl wiahae plowl i cdgs 155, 5o Slusie Jlil8 oz 5 pludl slotaly 5 Olez 59,0
S el (e 65 el OB Slio 5 (S 2l 5 Sl 058 (e 5l 5 Sl 58 Sl sedae ol oYl
o (Olomp g 00is) Jlge €()lend L3 by Lol oaisS | oS w0 4 aiailyd 18 S5 (uyip g
(b @ ba)pa JLis 4 sl play ol o Lol o (clldS Oy 51 (EPY Y-l By, zez) a5 el o g
€ (GoaWVAY Lo claols o

ogtcho Bl 4 4’ (o) 1Y

63555 S)la Cyio glail o cilie (clodessS o, ol conds, S5 €l Al ol 4 ST o a5yl 4 azgi by
o s 5 (I S o 5] el Sl 5 L 03 i S5 525 € ]
4 Clgiss Lyd 00z cpe ailo dllo S ol e ao¥l odg) Gan dll 1> le Lo S Jas 1, o] €0y pguh ol
L b)) S 03U 1) ol el 100 U ailed g0 a1y oS Jlo 2o j2 s j0 Sl (ol gl o ol
Pl azlys 5 (I5e dome plual (52 (gaied ;08 VL (leas 5 Gl k5 0929 b LGS (nl pogie (VYA
5 e OF AT Sl pll) el 4285515 b agS JL3l g 4z g5 0590 (Boomb pae 9 13 (owob S
il 08,8 S5 1, Caly, ol i @Sl



b
VOV / VF++ 3y o 5yled AT 530 UD@L‘&UUV
L]

72,6 0B 5l anis e\

o asliacS b gl idig (o lers dos g 5 (glad oSS 5l al e 5T 4y calsl s ansS e
Baelas 5 €2, S (a5 o piemmo tames it dozme el (D o 4 55 ST Ssbo (S ol
! e lalisly ) glabedes €8 D ks 0,Lal 5aVFY Jlo o el dasl oWl Gt 50 s ol Lo
5 200l e oled ml DS 5,5 slacsen) o 5l slaeml (6008 VAYL SFY (lo JLo alols |5 a5 wisgy
S o lsan Ll 28,5 aps |y i sladlS 5 s oLl 5 5,5 (slogye) i plad olf LT lb s
Jo 9 0maSs vga> abado cpl olyloele) ((0) YA (goime § Y-0 N YAY gl Lidl>) 090 Slya pos Lsl CeagS
Lo dale 0,0 51,8 T lalioly ddl s S EosSo ysas Sl 5 JLo it 5 Jis b 4 JLo
SsS (FFATYA (gl wlodgs Bgoge ol g ple ;0 5 0l o)led 4 095 yac lais po g lool (el
5 20 SLagiy, 5l oS ol Sa5m Sl (o5 @ a5l Gl gl )3 Euas 3925 4 o Jeli LB o)lge
5 = el ol 0 aslBaS ol (sled o (Fu U (el @ az g bl (Bos pas SesSo
2 aS Shle cal a8 5 O g0 aesl dnado Cu 5 Joie (uizmen ¢ plo sl Clicl 5l € plas b sloal
6Ly wglin ol oolad LST lsie ay gl el o 0a S5 5 kel Sy ool 00 Camnd (59 4 A4S e
|, (ritlyan) cpodllid Sl s e 55 ebdls e )5 LS 5 gl il el Vs 5 b S o 5550
OVY AYAL ) Ladl>) Cowl 03¢

=) G55 5 Gl am oyl ()T e el 4 cl Slaal gl wilbass s SLL s
NP, g Gl Bz Lol el el e LS50 ead aile sy (gl (@) YYP (Y 92/ 307 TY Lo
5 4sS omyp Ly a5 sl owpd S ik sl (gogame jlany sl Giles (555h 4S5 g oS (]
— Pl Cedly S a4 A Shl Cend (50005 S 4SSl i (nl sasie pslal s g ()b gt
45 «pbas® o 4y (pazed ()9ll S alal GL ) (5 sl (el (GL aSiul g sl oads o)L81 55 (g lone
doxl g o ydas LS 0 1) ol B al, oo jeele conl 009 joriw Glomed g jlaings il )] glae 4 Jlge
adgallolas el » JolS 6l b (6,500 (olard o ()l slacaazd (los jo (oatiyiiie o plo) wiled oLty plr
L olose 32 OFA Jlo jo a5 cuslo3gy i pllales Jlg 9 13l (69 45 00335 5kae «ulecd (padloles
O YA ool b)) o anaS laye aid

« il olzslalur g «Ly olagllase oliwh gldas )P

Tk 99 Ol 50 el (] sloo LS5 g0 (5l g alanS i slo 4 by e 45 kel slaass ol
Lo e gllace sliwl cadudl ode wyazey Jas? (e 05 o0 00sd ol o5 )0 el g i G )0 j0 S5
Slagllacolind ol a4 cuss 0> (5 lore Jawgs GlE0uS (nbg)chin a5 Sl ] sbgS (Y7 gm) «a) bl ac
3529 5,Ldsl parde ;0 St b soee Olalidl asS cpl 5lakads g0 jo .l ool Ly ayasd (g9 o jllai ¢ <Ly
Lol oy 25 €l gl 4y lano? 5 il 0de waxly Jee? sl 4 ol Joo» piion alies jo 0l
Al 0351 (6 slome 4d > 4o €Ly Slagllaed & les olsT wleasS 15 iz ol iidsy Sl (b 4 Ll



Pl ol 48 gome A0S 50 «0,8 I Sgle (G polic 3 LS (ulidilize (s sloxs sallGe 51 by 1OA

«ad il jie plis olaslales Ciprdd] all Joo» &le by (55,0 ogads 4y boaiisgs w315 5 Lo, 155193 00iiS s

Lol 0l yasuie (VY y9ai)
§ % :#3:? o

; > : ; 5‘;

555 ol 4tS oo YV g8 a5 o by olaglane sliad ol YF g
(B W, K) (B x5, K)
Figure27: The location of “Sultan Shah Naghash’s”  Figure26: The name of Master “Abdul Wahab”
inscription the builder in one of the “Shamsas”
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Figure28: The inscription written in Moagali style
Figure29: The inscription written in Moagali style belonging to the Complex of Sheikh Abdul Samad (Beler,
2008)
Figure30: Repetition of "Al-Malik" in Kufic script
Figure31: Surah "Al-Insan™ on the Curve of the arch



b »
188/ 18+ 3l ¥ 5l OY 5,90 (S P lAAI
L]

Cous ganis )\F
ool el b g8 sl 51 1o (69,92 Y die) p dubw Eb las 4y allsl g0 albasS ISl sl o
Dl o )l U 3, byt ahd el 0ud 4SSl 0l b (Goddaseo &y 31 iyolsl 5 by, b
e Lo ol B i ot ks 5 a5 4 €l o, 3o (eiell g sl ol 5 el
sl i ol dgzy dmansS ) 5 mge SIS 51 ST Wil ol 5 o] Sl o] 5 SIS ot ) eI ol
el 8l e gl T 0l ol 1l Jlo 5 Lol w0y, s ol Sy 4 i35 5501 gl Tl 4o oS
GBS sl 55 gs0.1V

slanl byl (oo slad calides L& o o5 ol (aleo )5 1500 55 105 bS50 i sla S 5l (S
5 Loo ) L5 ¢ Sore sladilocSs) 05 )5 Ll opl 5o 0ms so ylid aindS jo |, o] Sbye g Sl>g, ool g oo
4S5 ol 00lall 398 Do g Gos by ol do, 55,1500 ol JToas] 55 ol 00 s 5 dlod (59, 2 oaS
Sled an o,Lil Lao, L5510 10 oS .l aid, IS a1 55 jomiw lale ol5l,] S slad o K, 48 o)
635 1B Ohlie 4 (nie o50e by las jls by g (g0 Ol ol pen Sl hde 5 )l olye
e s el Lig]F o S A g0y lienmad 0 o 51 (glisd conlis 38,5 5 o b aS lahglid
L aS (alaDasty pj ibgs 2010 soly et o 1) oaiiy Ly Giidigy 4 G038 (055,85 ,0le) das g0 428 9 YL
o (ol (Jixe bglas | a5 coul (glie JBLA (g9l condipunndl (colito lougd 4 g (n e (o )l yio
S a8 Jold (518 S Cand 99 50 g @ld s (Sl ik el osd Al IS5 & j50
5% 9 Sl oanl 1S5 (Sloyuay Djgo A5 St 05 9 €D 93 W b (895 Lol mede 159,92V sl
o €adh By (ol o' (5 )9k 095 o0 003 (sloged 4 hle 05 B8 S5y 4 joue b o ole
5 S s 5 ol 5 b gan BLE o ccwlols 1) 1 ot o5l S eSS )b S e a0 Jlal
ATFBYY jyglad) ol 00l o 3 00isS 5y slo i

A
& .

. et e 4
$IR { -
o i i ¥
e o - = L o
e Sl ple 3 (SIF 2 YT g (QBS)) J5 g Il ) lgws T gt (OB9,) iyl slo J5 285 XY g
Figure34:Decorative image in the (5w,  Figure33: the mural of Vase and Figure32: The image of delicate

middle of Geometric frames flower flowers



Pl G a8 garme A0S 50 €28 JD Sole (Sud i polic 3 ansS oulidlize (s loxs sallde 1 by 17+

21 5o Brdosiz Glenl GLb 90 25 &5 ) (BB JSE Glopls Slds 4 (gl calid lag )b
Sl ple Fd s alaiS bojgope slo ol jo 0,0 GLLI ae 620 sl Sl ) aslale o5
2 S sl Jo cy 5 (S Vb g a8 ) 0 belad ()10 5 ded 9 @5 JSOl 4 &5 55, A
oo (- 3lE g s w(slostd (mlB sl b (2T LS et 5 AT (a5 (2 O
(YOBLYD: AFAY wsf o30) Cansl

Chumol?> OBIA

2 S AS55 ml g 009 Ly (e 4 yamie  AlBASS 5 F o5l (n 5 el ) €aad slag b
S bl 5 50 el s Qlulid (05 JT5 Gk albasS L jasee olnl ()b slels | Sugee
O] i o e i (P 5) ol 00 oyl (6 b (6l dncas iy 30 dealloe s olisls
s Jlg5 5 L gl sl alaz 51 (Sim b 5 (3 sloge, 53l SbsS sype wlalidly olle » odle
alie 5 Glal saias wlSal asl)l (pl a5 (g5 4 ol Jaiino 5 Jate Jb 5 (Jil i 5 lows] 4 0L
O PLED! 5 dnads 25 gl el I8 55 5 550 (B)le & ol 5 ogls 5 Lol Silssla e s>
LS sle dnd 398 o0 (03> ol 4 05 lgil pgatar pwsin Slag b il (gl &5 Sl Gla o 4o
abl 50wl a5 B @bz a4 rpe (o)l eaiiSdgame Gl 0 9 j8e Djgo 4
ol oy Foglar goiie ST, b g 48,5 )13 02 (59, » KU (S8 (wiir (Bl (8P pelie (ul (s3ges
e Gy it (8 0 0aliils g glasl (s sleatid b dad b (5l bl (58 ) Sl golas
0 5 sl (mlylamio Jsol (g0 glaal)] iogiSe gloass (ul 10 oses jsb 4y o)l el b i

(Y Jgo)

,.Ia.-—M!M C:woLmb Sz (los (1535 50 deds YOy 9as
OYAY,L)

Figure35: “Shamsas” in decorating the gussets in Sheikh Abdul Samad monastery - Natanz

Beler, 2008)
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Table 3: A comparison between the “shamsas” in the
“Gonbadkhaneh” and Quranic “shamsas” in llkhanid scripts
donated to Sheikh-e Jam's mausoleum
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