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Abstract
Archaeological excavations in the Little Zab river in the areas of GirdiAshoan, Barveh,
Bardeh Zard and Akhoran, in order to identify the cultural sequence of Zab, were
carried out over four Seasons, which led to the identification of the Chalcolithic and
Bronze Age. The Zab area is one of the areas where Archeological research has been
conducted infrequently, so there is no information about its cultural sequence. In the
studies of the Northwestern Iran, new excavations in the Zab basin have completed the
knowledge and Chronology of the region.Hasanlu VII, is of great importance in this
region, but the period has been given relatively little attention. Results of
Archaeological excavations show that the site is possibly the most important Early
Bronze Age settlement in the region and the duration of occupation, as evidenced by a
depth of deposit of 8 meters. The settlement manifests strong parallels with
other parts of northwest Iran, especially Hasanlu VIIA and GirdiHasan Ali. In Hasanlu
VI ,The painted ware or the Urmia type pottery became widespread in the Middle
Bronze Age areas of North Western. This tepe is one of various settlements formed
there in different prehistoric periods.The excavations of this tepe led to the
identification of the Middle Bronze Age settlement and a burial ground. Also, the
exploration of the site made visible its cultural attachment with the Urmia Lake Basin
and influences from the Khabur culture of Mesopotamia. Generally The results obtained
indicate Hasanlu VII1,VII VI in zab basin.
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1. Introduction

Archaeological excavations in the Little Zab river in the areas of GirdiAshoan, Barveh, Bardeh Zard
and Akhoran, in order to identify the cultural sequence of Zab, were carried out over four Seasons,
which led to the identification of the Chalcolithic and Bronze Age (Fig 1). The Zab area is one of the
areas where Archeological research has been conducted infrequently, so there is no information
about its cultural sequence. In the studies of the Northwestern Iran, new excavations in the Zab basin
have completed the knowledge and Chronology of the region. Hasanlu VI, is of great importance in
this region, but the period has been given relatively little attention. Results of the Barveh
Archaeological excavations show that the site is possibly the most important Early Bronze Age
settlement in the region and the duration of occupation, as evidenced by a depth of deposit of 8
meters (Fig 13). The settlement manifests strong parallels with other parts of northwest Iran,
especially Hasanlu VIIA and GirdiHasan Ali (Sharifi ,2020: 287). In Hasanlu VI, The painted ware
or the Urmia type pottery became widespread in the Middle Bronze Age areas of North Western.
This tepe is one of various settlements formed there in different prehistoric periods. The excavations
of this tepe led to the identification of the Middle Bronze Age settlement and a burial ground (Fig
16). Also, the exploration of the site made visible its cultural attachment with the Urmia Lake Basin
and influences from the Khabur culture of Mesopotamia (OGuchi, 1997 ; Bieniada, 2009 ; Baccelli,
Manuellia, 2006). Generally The results obtained indicate Hasanlu VIII, VII ,VI in zab basin. The
end of the Early Bronze Age (EBA) and the beginning of the Middle Bronze Age is marked by the
disappearance of the Kura-Araxes culture and its related rural communities, which were replaced by
new ethnic elements characterized by a pastoralist subsistence and a nomadic lifestyle, thus a change
in the regional settlement pattern (Badalyan et al, 2003: 144). Barde Zard Tepe perches on a natural
slope near the Little Zab, flanked by modern-day farms. It is notable that the region possessed all
natural and geographical requirements for settlement of human societies from prehistoric times.
Sherds of orange Urmia-type pottery are seen scattered on the surface of the site. The high density of
surface scatters over the region echoes the natural and geopolitical significance of the valley during
the prehistory and historical times as remains from the Chalcolithic through the Islamic period are
attestable. As the river furnishes rich vegetation in summer when the water reaches its minimum
level, the basin widely appealed to farmers throughout history; farming and livestock raising still
remain the main jobs of the local population. This very fact has been corroborated by numerous
investigations on deposits dating to the historical and Islamic periods. The results of excavations
show that we are dealing with the remains of a stone-built architecture in a rectilinear plan that
served a residential function. A burial in fetal position was attested in the corner of the room. The
architecture consists of a rectangular room overlooking a corridor that leads to other rooms

(Sharifi,2019). The exposed rooms tend to be rectilinear in plan, and were constructed using locally
available materials. Regarding the pottery from Barde Zard, the traditional forms have similarities
with the contemporaneous centers of Northwest Iran and Mesopotamia, albeit with some
idiosyncrasies. In other words, the material from Barde Zard closely parallel those of Hasanlu VI,
Dinkha IV and Haftavan VIB (Burney, 1973: 160). On the basis of relative chronology, we date
Barde Zard to the MBA (Fig 18). Accordingly, the ceramics from the mound find parallels among
the assemblages from Hasanlu VI and Dinkha 1V (Brown ,1951 ; Burney, 1973).(which in turn
resemble the so-called Khabur Ware of northern Mesopotamia) (Baccelli & Manuelli, 2006; Danti,
2013: 332 ).Akhoran is a prehistoric mound in the Zab River basin in Piranshahr, West Azerbaijan,
One of the important areas in the south of Lake Urmia is the Zab River basin. The existence there
are a Late Bronze age to suggest that it was the place of the principal regional center in the Late
Bronze age (Hasanlu Period V). The plain orange vessels range in fabric from fine to medium. In
finer instances the body is slightly polished and compact. Related forms generally include small
open bowls. Relative Chronology of Akhoran shows that Akhoran belongs in Late bronze age. The
relative chronology outlined relies on the comparison of the LBA sherds from Akhoran to those of
other excavated sites from which absolute dates are available. The comparanda mostly comes from
sites in northwest Iran and Sulaimaniyah of Iragi Kurdistan and turkey (Zingarello, 2018 :139). In
the Chronological sequence established by the Hasanlu Project for northwest Iran, in particular the
Ushnu-Solduz valley south of the Urmia Lake, LBA sherds is typical to Hasanlu Period V.North
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West Iran has a particular Archaeological importance since it accumulates different prehistoric
periods. The area is also important from the point of view of Archeological literature since it is at a
crossroad facilitating the passing of nations and trading. With regard to the history, the basin is
among those that attracted the attention of domestic and foreign scholars at the dawn of professional

Archaeology in Iran .The Akhoran area is located on a natural slope near the Little Zab River,

surrounded by Agricultural lands. It is worth mentioning that this region has had a proper natural and

Geographical setting for the settlement of human societies from prehistoric times (Sharifi, 2021).

According to a survey report on the area, a large number of hills and sites have been identified there.

Since the density of works reflects natural and Geopolitical aspects of the valley during prehistoric

and historical periods, works in small areas from Chalcolithic to the Islamic period can also be seen.

the most important findings of the excavation at Akhoran were pottery fragments( Figure 19). These
pottery remains are divided into several groups i.e. closed-mouth bowls, closed-mouth vats. Among

them, open-mouth dishes are rarely seen. The pottery are simple, painted and often decorated with a

horizontal bar under the edge of the container as well as on the body. Also, they are predominantly

orange and brown with their temper being mineral. The fact that the river makes rich vegetation
covering in the summer when the water reaches its minimum level, it is a basin which has been
largely considered by farmers throughout history hence; cultivation and livestock are still the main
jobs of the people there. This feature has been revealed in numerous works related to historical and

Islamic periods during explorations. As in most sites, we witness a number of surface-level

Architectural and furnace remains as well as scattered cemeteries that suggest solid evidence of the

presence and settlement of nomads in this area. In nutshell, the results of exploration and excavation

of Akhoran area of the Late Bronze Age show the expansion of this period in the Zab Basin.
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