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Abstract

According to archeological studies, there are a number of cemeteries in the county of Harsin,
which on their surface there are bas reliefs and carved stones from the historical period that
indicate the importance of some cemeteries in the region in terms of stone carvings.The
frequency of access to the limestone of the mountains in the area, such as the hillside of Bisotun
Mountain, it has led us to encounter bas relief stone and carved stones in the Sassanian period,
which it can be found in stone buildings, bridges and even the grave stones of some cemeteries
in the area can be seen.Therefore, there are shaved stones with carved signs on some of the
grave stones of the cemeteries, that by studying them carefully, can be clarified some
archeological issues and problems about the shaved stone and stone motifs. there are shaved
stone on the surface of Chehr, Qeysavand, Azizabad and Shams Abad cemeteries in the west of
Harsin county and Imamzadeh Mehdi in Harsin that have not been studied. In this article, using
the library-field research method, the following questions were asked: 1- What are the cut stone
obtained from the cemeteries of Harsin region? 2- What can the stone finds of these cemeteries
have to do with Sassanid cut stones in places such as the foothills of Bisotun Mountain or other
Sassanid structures in the region? Archaeological studies have shown that on some of these
cemeteries, special gravestones such as shaved stones in various forms with the signature of
carvings, trunks of stone columns along with roof eaves belonging to the Sassanid period and
stone columns is obtained. These limestone finds have a cutting style and raw material similar
to the Sassanid structures of the region.Therefore, their conversion to the grave stone was a
secondary use of the later Islamic period.
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1. Introduction

Harsin County is located in 44 km of eastern Kermanshah (Figure 1). Archaeological studies in
this area have been carried out by these researchers:: Husing (1921), Godard in 1931, Stein
(1940), Schmidt (1940), Herzfeld (1941), Coon (1951), Young and Smith (1966), Smith (1975),
Rahbar (1978, 2001, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2012), Moradi (2001, 2002, 2015), Motarjem
&Mohammadifar (2002), Luschey (2006), Kleiss (2006), Khanmoradi (2006,2011), Chehri
(2009, 2017) and BeikMohammadi (2019). In these archeological studies, so far there is no
information about the cut gravestones of the region's cemeteries.

Archaeological findings show that in the county of Harsin, there are a number of cut
stones in the historical cemeteries. Due to the abundance of limestone in the area and
mountains such as Mount Bisotun, a considerable number of carved and decorated
stones can be seen on cemeteries. Similar examples of these cut stone blocks can be
seen in stone buildings such as Khosrow Palace in Bisotun and historic bridges in the
erea. Therefore, there are shaved stones with carved signs on some of the grave stones
of the cemeteries,that by studying them carefully, can be clarified some archeological
issues and problems about the shaved stone and stone motifs. There are shaved stone on
the surface of Chehr, Qeysavand, Azizabad and Shams Abad cemeteries in the west of
Harsin County and Imamzadeh Mehdi in Harsin that have not been studied (Figures 2-
4). In this article, using the library-field research method, the following questions were
asked: 1- What are the cut stone obtained from the cemeteries of Harsin region? 2-
What can the stone finds of these cemeteries have to do with Sassanid cut stones in
places such as the foothills of Bisotun Mountain or other Sassanid structures in the
region? Archaeological studies have shown that rock reliefs, rock tombs and stone
structures such as palaces, Bridges and cut stones existed in the ancient sites of Bisotun
and Harsin. Therefore, the study area has been very important in terms of working on
stone and stone carvings in different periods, due to the rocky limestone mountains. In
evaluating the questions and hypotheses, it should be said that the carved stones of the
Sassanid period can be seen on some cemeteries in the region, such as Chehr,
Qeysavand, Takht Shirin, Azizabad and Shamsabad and Imamzadeh Mehdi Harsin
cemeteries. Archaeological studies have shown that on some of these cemeteries,
special gravestones such as shaved stones in various forms with the signature of
carvings, trunks of stone columns along with roof eaves belonging to the Sassanid
period and stone columns is obtained (Figure 5).The stone columns probably belong to
the Sassanid period and have been found on the cemeteries of Qeysavand, Azizabad and
Shamsabad (Figures 6 and 7). In Azizabad and Shamsabad cemeteries, the columns
belong to the building, similar examples of which can be seen in the columns of the
Sassanid site of Rahimabad/Rimabad, Bishapour and Kermanshah area in the Tag
Bostan Museum(Figure 8 and 9). However, the shape of the columns of Qeysavand
Cemetery is different from the others, and due to the narrower part of its top, it is
similar to the image columns on the back of Sassanid coins. Also, the length of this
complete and unbroken firepot column is 1.5 meters, In terms of dimensions, it is
comparable to the fire pot column of the images on the back of Sassanid coins.
Therefore, the second hypothesis that these cut stones at the level of Harsin cemeteries,
in principle, had a function other than gravestones can be proven. In Qeysavand
Cemetery, there are also gravestones from the Qajar period that have very interesting
motifs of riders spearmen, handcuffed people, human figures and antelopes. In these
gravestones, the horsemen are holding spears and the horse has raised its front legs off
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the ground (Figures 11-13). This is an artistic style influenced by the Sassanid period,
similar examples of which have been found in abundance in rock reliefs of the Sassanid
period. The carved stones of the Sassanid period have been obtained from Chehr and
Takht-e Shirin cemeteries (Figures 14 and 15). In Chehr Cemetery, The carved stones
are rectangular, square, trapezoidal and even u-channel. Some of these stones have
marks of stonecutter and therefore show that they belong to a building from the
historical period, probably Sassanid. Marks of stone cutter on the carved stones of
Chehr Cemetery were not similar to any of the Sassanid buildings in the area, such as
the Sassanid Bisotun Palace, the Bisotun Bridge, and the Kangavar Anahita Temple and
it has a rougher and more rudimentary style (Figures 17 and19). Considering that the
carved stones in Sassanid sites, the foothills of Bisotun Mountain belong to the late
Sassanid (Khosrow Parviz), Therefore, carved stones of Chehr cemetery that have the
stone cutter mark, They probably have an older history than the late Sassanid period.
These limestone finds have a cutting style and raw material similar to the Sassanid
structures of the region. Therefore, their conversion to the grave stone was a secondary
use of the later Islamic period (Figure 20). In the late Sassanid and early Islamic
periods, the stone mines of all buildings and bridges in the region were made of dark
limestone on the slopes of Mount Bisotun, While the carved stones of Chehr and
Azizabad cemeteries are completely lighter than colored lime stones (Figure 21). The
dissimilarity of the rocks means that stone mines of the two sites are not the same. Due
to the fact that in the vicinity of Chehr village, there are still stone mines in Hachah
mountain, the limestones of which are quite light in color, Perhaps the stones mines of
this site are from the same mountains around the village of Chehr.
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Figure 5. The stone pillar of Qeysavand Cemetery, which was probably originally the axis of a fireplace
(Authors)
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Figure 6. Pillars of Babazeyd Cemetery in Harsin region, which is different from the shape of stone
columns (Authors)
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Figure 7. Sto lumns on Azizabad cemetery that probably belonged to the building (Authors)
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Figure 8. Images of columns and pillars of Rimabad village similar to the columns of Azizabad village
(authors)
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Figure 9. Stone pillar of the Sassanian period in Tag-e-Bostan Museum similar to the columns of
Rimabad and Azizabad (Authors)
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Figure 10. The motif of the fireplace on the reverse of the coins of the Sassanian period
http://coins.calkinsc.com/sasanian_gallery.html
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Figure 11. Photo and design of a rider on a tombstone in Qeysavand Cemetery (Authors)
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Figure 12. Photo and design of two people probably captured with their hands tied in Qeysavand
Cemetery (Authors)
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Picture 13. The side part of the tombstone of Qeysavand cemetery with human and animal motifs
(authors)

A




oLiilo 5 (sl ¢y 2 ddilio Loy Liw 1B 50 00595 Wl i GBS 5Ll lwly Judexi [VFF

: e ! o2 A g
(OB, ) 865 bax b oz liw,d [0 (60900 (6,8 Siws cConly Cons e VD ygad
(BN 508 6, VIV 2o, b o liw 3 )0 (go50e (6,8 v i Ceows oS NF jgal
Figure 15. Right photo, vertical tombstone in Chehr cemetery with Kufic script (authors)
Figure 16. Photo on the left, a vertical tombstone in Chehr cemetery dated 1120 AH (authors)
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Figure 17. Photo of some carved stones of Chehr cemetery with stonecutter marklng on them (authors)
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Figure 18. Right, the carving design of stonecutter on the Khosrow Bridge from the Sassanian period
(Kleis, 2006: 151)
Figure 19. Left, the carving design of the lower Erges B complex similar to the carvings of stonecutter in
the Chehr cemetery (BeykMohammadi et al., 2012: 128)
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Figure 20. Photo of some rectangular, trapezoidal and gutter cut stones in Chehr cemetery (authors)
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Figure 21. Cut and grayish limestones from the Sassanian period in Takht-e Shirin Cemetery (top row),

unfinished Sassanid palace of Bisotun (bottom left), Sarmaj Castle (bottom right) (Authors)
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Figure 22. Left: cut Stone roof eaves from Imamzadeh Harsin cemetery (authors)
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Figure 23. Right: A collection of cut stones in Harsin Park related to a structure from the Sassanian period
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Figure 24. Carved stones of roof eaves in Anahita Kangavar Temple similar to Imamzadeh Harsin
Cemetery (Authors)
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