Received: 21, February, 2019; Accepted: 10 June, 2021

Journal of Archaeological Studies Formerly “the Journal of

Vol 13, Is 1 - Serial Number 25, Spring 2021 the Faculty of Literature
and Humanities™...

University of Tehran

Preliminary study and introduction of Achaemenid coins discovered from
Assaluyeh port (?) In Mazandaran Cultural Heritage Museum

Saman Soortiji * & Kamaloddin Niknami ? & Hayedeh Khamseh®
(91-116)
This article is the result of theoretical and preliminary studies of 240 Shekel (Siglo) coins of the
Achaemenid Empire. This valuable collection was obtained by the police of Mazandaran
province in 2010 from antique smugglers in Amol city. Currently, these very diverse and
valuable coins, which were discovered from a place in the south of Iran and near the port of
Assaluyeh, are kept in the Museum in Sari city. Because documenting coins in museums was
limited to basic recordings, we had the opportunity to document all the coins in the collection
for library studies and comparisons. Documentary of coins was done by measuring, weighing,
hand drawing, computer drawing, photography and scanning. After this stage, the main
questions and objectives of research were posed. Preliminary studies and comparisons
confirmed the attribution of coins to the Achaemenid period. Also, the initial results of the
documentation, that's mean examining the details of the image of the coins, including the crown,
clothes, weapons, body shape and face details, showed differences in their minting and made it
possible to compare them with referable samples. Although in this study, some materials have
been proposed to confirm the authenticity and dating and identify the time range of the studied
coins, nevertheless, accurate determination of their authenticity and scientific chronology will
be possible after more accurate experiments.Coins were invented as a result of the development
of societies and the economic needs of human beings. The first coins were minted by the Lydia
government. Cyrus the Great, recognized the need to use it, but Darius | minted gold and silver
coins for the first time in Iran. The gold coins were called "Darik™ and the silver coins were
called "Shekel" ( Siglo ). Shekel is a silver coin weighing 5.60 grams. During the Achaemenid
period, four types of coinage were minted: 1- Imperial coin 2- Satrap coinage 3- State coins
with the image of the emperor 4- Local coins or non-Iranian lands that were under Persian rule.
Imperial coinage have no writing; Therefore, their classification needs to be carefully studied
and compared with similar samples. The collection studied (Shekel), are under the group of
Achaemenid imperial coins. Since the preliminary studies of this collection were very necessary

to introduce it to the scientific community, so an attempt was made to make a comparative study
of the coins of the Mazandaran Museum with the most important coins found from the
Achaemenid period. Coins were studied and documented by referring to reliable sources. In this
regard, for comparative studies based on comparison, the characteristics of coins including the
appearance of persons on the coin, decorative motifs, Type of clothing and individual
symptoms, with similar cases were considered. This almost tedious process eventually led to the
creation of a framework for classifying the coins in question. Since the method of documenting
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these coins in the museum was limited to the initial recordings, due to the importance of the
subject, we had the opportunity to conduct detailed studies to address the main questions and
objectives of this study. The comparisons made on the coins of this collection confirmed their
authenticity and attribution to the Achaemenid period, and the work of documenting showed the
difference in their minting.At first, all the study documents, including the history and economic
system of the Achaemenid kings, as well as sources about their cultural works, such as reliefs
and seals, were collected. The oxide-coated sample was then purged. The oxide layer was then

removed from the surface of a number of coins. After this step, the weight of the coins was
measured with a digital scale and their diameter and thickness were measured with a caliper. In
the next step, the back and front of the coins were photographed with a digital camera and
scanner, and then they were technically drawn manually with the help of a computer. If the coin
shapes were not obvious due to wear and tear, clear images were created with the help of
Photoshop and inverter software for more accurate design. (Figurel). These coins are very

simple and the main focus is on the image of the king. The king is armed with a bow, spear or
dagger in these coins. With the exception of rare cases, there are depressions on the back of the
coins. Sometimes signs and symbols are engraved on the back and on the coins (Figure
8).Achaemenid coins, while simple and similar, have a great variety. Different sources have
dealt with their different types and forms as much as possible, but considering that a number of
coins in the collection of the Mazandaran Museum in the city of Sari did not have known and
completely similar examples, Therefore, they were studied, separated and compared with
samples that had the least details in common. From the studies and comparisons made with the
samples of other Achaemenid coins, results were obtained that created suitable grounds for
identifying and classifying the coins of the Mazandaran Museum. Summary table attached,
Comparison of Achaemenid coins of the collection with other coins discovered (Table 1).
According to this research, 240 coins belonging to Achaemenid kings have been identified.
Recognition of the amount and purity of coins, which is a good criterion for determining the
authenticity of coins, was not tested in this study, but the weight of coins, which is usually the
standard for mints, was tested. The weight of coins of Mazandaran collection is determined with
an average of about 5.60 grams, which is the standard weight of Achaemenid coins. The results
of studies have shown that among this collection, there are coins that are similar to known
examples. Also, there are coins that do not have similar patterns. This study provided an
opportunity to examine the details of the image of coins and compare them with other samples,
to classify them and attribute them to one of the kings who owned the coin. shekel coins have a
great variety in terms of the image. In other words, the coin of a king has been in different
details, which has created different types. The reason for this diversity may have been the
existence of multiple mints or the lack of oversight of coin makers. A number of these different
species have been identified and introduced in the study collection in Mazandaran Museum One
of the reasons for the value of the silver coins studied is that they are a collection. This
collection, as a time capsule, introduces a time range with a specific beginning and end. In total,
the coins of the seven kings have been identified from the coin-owning kings in this period. In
this collection, from Darius I, which basically has three species, one species (Figure 8), from
Xerxes, which has two different species, one species (Figure 11), from Artaxerxes | (Figure 14),
Darius Il (Figure 16) and Young Cyrus, one species (Figure 18), from Artaxerxes I, three
species (Figure 22, 23, 24) and in Finally, two types of coins have been identified from
Artaxerxes Il (Figure 25, 26). According to the information obtained, the period of the study
complex was related to the years 522 to 338 BC, which covers about 184 years of the
Achaemenid Empire.
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Figure 2 and 3: Coins of Darius I, type I. (Carradice, 1998: 175,196)
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Figure 4: Coins of Darius I, type Il. (Hill, 1922: 173-185)
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Figure 6: One-third Shekel coin. Type Il.  Figure 5: One-half Shekel coin. Type Il. (Nelson, 2011:
23)
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Figure 7: Shekel coins of Darius I or Xerxes, type 111 A (Price, Waggoner, 1975: 715-731).
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Figure 8: Coins of Darius | in Mazandaran collection. (Drawing by Saman Soortiji)
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Figure 9: A coin attributed to Darius | or Xerxes (Carradice, 1987: 15).
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Figure 10: Coins of Xerxes or Darius Il (Kayhan, 2015:1030) and (Klein, 1999: 203).
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Figure 11: Xerxes coins in Mazandaran collection, which are under the type 11 collection. (Drawing
by Saman Soortiji)
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Figure 12: Coins of Artaxerxes | or Artaxerxes Il (Carradice, 1987: 36).
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Figure 13: Coins with the image of Artaxerxes | or Darius Il (Kayhan, 2015:1035).

el 0dls gl ol of slacaws g o4l olisS (510,58 ez ZU e cpl o judo )l g sl Jlas a
5 S 5 el Ghgm s o aS ASCh led awo)lo Y osae IS 4 glady gl Cond 0 gl hgy
el Jo¥s 5l g ey o Folis glsioe |y (S ool e o (et Sl L 35 L blas

XD YT (g idl) Cansls sy o lo ] ol Lo blas 51 o baSw cpl gols 1,8

Lls 1y Jol il sloaSss sloaasls Cdél g &yl 0,5 0100 U O/F+ sq0> )0 Jig dodiges )

(e gm0 ol k) .oy jle A gozmo 53 Jol o )l (LoaSuw :VF 1 i
Figure 14: Coins of Artaxerxes | in Mazandaran collection. (Drawing by Saman Soortiji)
Cooms 43 3)l50 4o )0 laileS O g0 sl oais SIS Cds dadiged ol o g aSw s B 35 5o

K 55 sl b g 538, o, o 5 oaad sl b ol 55 5 s (s 1 sy (55l e
aS ol (Jlopylin 0 0 ol sl 00l o i Az 3 9 SOLL s S 4 ol b g 50 e el
oyl iy 4 oMo Slasly b s 5 omly 0055 B oge sl 00 s i 95 4 5l G g
s YL B il aseiie oy slo)b 4l (90 sl Lansgio () 08 g e g ol ) ol 00y
ool Lo jhlas 20 51 paads g oae iy zU sloe ,5aS 0,10 00y j,9 5 00uldS (Suy ol ool aisly slactal
22 odile gy Brip 9 (59,5 695 A (e AL L logd g o Suwd 55 098 00ndS aS) e (leS
G0y 5500 ol Cuwl)y Caws jo L )Llis OB el blade (e Coons 4 g (59 Sy LS (g9,

Gy 4>l o e b b oold ol Dgl g0 oA Caas A Gy Al iy 0 50 0,0 s


http://www.forumancientcoins.com/numiswiki/view.asp?key=Kayhan
http://www.forumancientcoins.com/numiswiki/view.asp?key=Kayhan
http://www.forumancientcoins.com/numiswiki/view.asp?key=Kayhan

Olyisle (Kb 3 &l pan IS 0,11 BigaiS () &g glone oy 31 Adgieo ool GUrASw de gazto (o yro 3 (o5 lowdio dalllao /)+F

Sty el 03,5 B by Gl eld 5 Sl e sk 0 (5 2 el DS G S
L ohasle glaaSw Oliie awlio 5o eyl jo atiwe SO Jobates L*-’J-"-’ 55,8 shls 5 lmasis
cladl (gianlba ols 6,5 Jleds Sldlae yulol 5 uoren 5 gl yulio )l 5l 485056 sloass o
A oo Hlis giiele ol pl a4l olaisle laaSn

£9d gyl slaasiw V-0

b e 9 93 0boS 5l 0 )lo (1o, S8 iy gl 9 095 4SS (oo 1) 095 (55l plileS” SCB 4 ¢pgd hgn sl
aS el glad (i oo Lol (e (YO ATAA (bl Cenl calS L g dtis ) pii o5 5 Eleo
Sl 53 0505 (VE YV Gl ooliShe) 010 55 Sei (sl , S8 gl aily U aslaiils 5 4y (g9 3l Lien lalls
saal 4o el a3 ax b 4S5 0 9 (555 90 (59 HleS Byb g0 0 g el 88l s g0 (glls catws
sl CBra g jmalasdlin el oaSls pgal (YA A TAY (g i) o,ls o LS jo JB SO o8 4l ol
S ol JoB ol (o, LaaSiw —an )0 0,00 00uiS ¢ 5150 sloyez ol aSlu 5l san o
(0 psa) (Klein, 1999:178 ) 4 (Kayhan, 2015: 1030)

oAl 9 3150 (slopt b ol y Coomw  guadl 50 g ol adflun JSUb 1 g Co) p9d gy o oo i gul 50 11D 2 guai
(Klein, 1999:178 )4 «(Kayhan, 2015: 1030) cuwl suss s5ls ¢yLi
Figure 15: In the picture on the left, Darius Il is a rough and exaggerated and in the picture on the
right, he is shown with a long and elongated face (Kayhan, 2015: 1030) and (Klein,1999:178).
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Figure 16: Coins of Darius | in Mazandaran collection. (Drawing by Saman Soortiji)
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Figure 17: Coin of the young Cyrus (Babylon, 2009:17).
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Figure 18: Coins cautiously attributed to the young Cyrus in Mazandaran collection. (Drawing by
Saman Soortiji)
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Figure 19: Coin with the image of Artaxerxes 11, minted in the city of Malus (Babylon, 2009: 272).
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Figure 20: Coin with the image of Artaxerxes Il, minted by Stratus | in Phenicia (Babylon, 2009:
440).
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Figure 21: Coins attributed to Darius Il or Artaxerxes Il (Carradice, 1998a:73)),Price and
Waggoner, 1975: 86).
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Figure 22: Coins of Artaxerxes 11, type I, in Mazandaran collection. (Drawing by Saman Soortiji)
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Figure 23: Coins of Artaxerxes 11, type 11, in Mazandaran collection. (Drawing by Saman Soortiji)
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Figure 24: Coins of Artaxerxes 11, type 111, in Mazandaran collection. (Drawing by Saman Soortiji)
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Figure 25: Coins of Artaxerxes I, type I, in Mazandaran collection. (Drawing by Saman Soortiji)
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Figure 24: Coins of Artaxerxes I, type 11, in Mazandaran collection. (Drawing by Saman Soortiji)
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Museum with the coins of other Achaemenid kings.
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