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The Oldest Islamic Inscribed Seal or an Inscribed Seal of a Seljuk Ruler!
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Reading Kufic inscriptions is sophisticated, for variations, and because it is without dots.
Therefore, caused to biased and fault conclusions. An example is a seal impression that
recovered from excavations of Anahita Temple of Kangavar at 1995 (1373).. lllogically,
Ghuchani claims it as the oldest Islamic inscribed from a Sassanid governor, known as
"Khosrow Shinom", who ruled Hamadan region and western Iran. However, recent peripheral
accurate studies including style, type, decoration, and other Sassanid seals and inscriptions
indicate inaccuracy of two last words, which Ghuchani claims as "Khosrow Asham" (the same
Khosrow Shinom). The first word could be read variously, however, the second is "Allah", not
Asham, Hasan seems more logical. Therefore, both appear as Hassan Allah. Considering type of
inscription, characteristics, it dates to 9rd century to llkhanid periods. Reading Kufic
inscriptions is sophisticated, for variations, and because it is without dots. Therefore, caused to
biased and fault conclusions. An example is a seal impression that recovered from excavations
of Anahita Temple of Kangavar at 1995 (1373). Illogically, Ghuchani claims it as the oldest
Islamic inscribed from a Sassanid governor, known as "Khosrow Shinom", who ruled Hamadan
region and western Iran. However, recent peripheral accurate studies including style, type,
decoration, and other Sassanid seals and inscriptions indicate inaccuracy of two last words,
which Ghuchani claims as "Khosrow Asham™ (the same Khosrow Shinom). The first word
could be read variously, however, the second is "Allah", not Asham, Hasan seems more logical.
Therefore, both appear as Hassan Allah.
Seals are important tools with a long history. According to archaeological evidences, this
instrument dates back to sixth (B. C). According to documents, the device has changed many
times during the history so there have been transformations in designs, shapes, colors and
inscriptions through millennia, each with sophisticated concepts and information, while
resolving many ambiguities of historical texts. In 1994, one seal discovered following
archeological excavations in the temple of Kangavar. After investigations, relying on the signs
as well as the presence of Kofic inscriptions on the seal and conformity to the available
archives, one can date it to Seljuk period. Some scholars deny the presumption and compare the
seal to earlier archives as well as early indications on the seals that lead them to suggest it as a
seal of a former ruler of a Sassanid ruler around Hamadan. This led to fundamental differences
in dating and every given presumption.
Present article attempts to analyze a written seal (one of the oldest seals of the Islamic period) to
explore and analysis its data and clarify some aspects of the seal, while explaining the disputes
in attribution of the seal to each of the historical periods of Iran. Accordingly, what kind of
information is it and why researchers differently attribute the seal to a hypothetical period, and
what do they understand of the validity of the stamp, and how they differently understand
symbols and signs of the seal? Primary studies show that this seal is related to one of the Iranian
rulers, but some believe that it belongs to a ruler of the Sassanid dynasty that was active in
Hamadan and western parts of Iran and some others attribute it to a Seljuk ruler. According to
the data, one can conclude that Ghoochani and Tohidi problematically presented
the hypothesis and failed to correct identification of time, location and attribution to a given
individual.
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The best way to understand the nature of the seal is comparative - analytical method. We
identify the symbols of the stamp using the existing examples of the stamp and using
comparative - analytical method, there are differences arising in identification and determination
of the identity of the instrument with the value, on the one hand, and understanding the validity
of this seal. In the initial studies of "Ghochani", “Khosro Asham" is the inscription and
according to its similarity with the name of "Khosrow Shanom" during the Sasanian era in
Hamedan and west of Iran, it is considered that "Khosro Asham" is the same historical name.
Accordingly, he claims that the seal is related to a ruler of the Sassanid dynasty and in fact it
belongs to the late Islamic stamp. In order to prove his claim, he reads the first word from the
beginning of the inscription, and believes that he is the same " Khosrow " and because of the
similarity of this word to other words. For example, he points out that the "Shad Khosro of
Hormuz", known in the Umayyad coin of 716 (97 H.GH.)" is the "Shad Khosro of Hormuz", or
in other example of the Bukhara coin of 983( 373 H.GH). The name of "Khosro" was referred to
as "Khsro". Conclusion: according to the results of this study Tohidi’s suggestion is attributed to
the period between Seljuk to Ilkhanid periods. Accordingly, he follows that there is a significant
difference between these two presuppositions because the presence of symbols, while symbols
attributed to the early Islamic centuries or any other period is not compatible to each other and if
it is attributed to the Seljuk period. In this case, to prove this claim, we need more
investigations. Dating the seal, (apart from the laboratory methods on some available data
whereas conclude to biases) may be based on two ways. First, if the data is obtained through
correct scientific and accurate excavations, it is possible to compare the data with other
archaeological findings of the same stratum that can be dated and / or compare to the same data
properly. Second, the given data is obtained from non - scientific excavation, so the only
possible way to date it is comparing the stylistics of that object; otherwise the result is incorrect
and far from subjective. Each of these people seem to notice one or more indices in the stamp,
and thus the results of their research have been neglected and thus, in order to prove their claim,
such as Ghochani by offering unreasonable reasons, they have somehow tried to appoint the seal
to one of the oldest written pieces of Islamic writing. Or, as To Heidi, to relate to one of the
rulers of the Seljuk era. While the results of the research and the new investigations reject both

claims. As mentioned earlier, there are three lines of Kufic script on the seal. The first line is “ ¥
a1 Y1 P which is not quite clear and there is no dispute about it. The second line: the owner's
name is stamped, and due to the fact that the line has no point, as Ghochani says, it cannot be
read correctly. The third line: Toheidi is called “Hasbi allah” (bl ) and Ghochani is called
"Khosro Asham". no doubt the second word is" allah ". but as for the first word, it can be read in
a number of forms, such as "Khsr "remembrance. this reading is more probable as Ghochani
reads it, and it is more likely that " Jasar " (,w>) and " Hassan" (w.=>) Who came to the house

after the name of " Allah "(«bf) ; because it is similar to that of "Ali Abarghou” of dome

inscription , it is also written . In the meantime, Hasbi's Tohidi claim is untrue because it has a
letter on the seal. So it might be possible to read the last line as "Hassan Allah" (4l Gyws).

therefore, the research and surveys, as well as presenting the symbols, signs and other
documents, show that the results of the research are different than the results of the two people
and research data rejects the hypothesis of these two. as a result of this research, it can be
concluded that this stamp is related to the early Islamic period (Ghochani view) or the seljuk age
(Toheidi view); therefore, the historical period for this stamp may be considered between the
third century and llkhanid period.

Keywords: Kufic, Khosrow Shinom, Khosrow Asham, Hassan Allah, 3rd AH century,
IIkhanid period, Islamic seal.
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Figure 6 :Changez Khan of Silver Dirham, About,1221( 618. H.) (Brun, 1995: 14)
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Figure 7 : Naein Mosque of Plaster Inscription, (Flury, 1977: fig 599)
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Figure 10:How to write the letter "'R" in Sassanid Arab coins (Jahrom Mint), (Mosheri, 2010: 125)

(D L"“’) (O e

VA DY AR (5 yiinn) (b — 3Lz a3l 13) Sl 0 52 a5 43 (395 B yo 455 S 1) 1 guai
Figurell:How to write the letter "N" in Sassanid Arab coins Sajastan or Sestan Mint), (Mosheri, 2010: 178)

AP (59 4igi O

Dy e 033 B8 ot 4 olaaliss Jaw dw 10 e (59, p o o Ll T a4 ol yo a5 555 le

3,105 392 g T 590 45 S 5 ey JalS 45 0592 «all VI &l W» alox aiisgs opl ) lass

Ol 4 Syt s Sl aS aisS ] s alais bas 4SSl 4 a>g5 b g 00 e colo pl 1pg0 s
(A AYFF Sl g) Sges CS1E 1) T e j0ar (g5 sed el o, L]

bl e Glrgd 5 ol el oo 1, o] S5 e

BV RNIIPYIY,

4S5l Slrgd Wl
Quchani Reading from the Inscription
G 3ile Wlgs g5 o Sygo diz @ 1) o] ol aadS o)L,0 Ll col €l (535 o pgd aolS

S om0 5T 5 o AT 4 45 b 4 € 55 5 Cad 5 0, 015 iz |y o Sl asli



&
YV /YR8 5l ¥ 6yl Y 590 (f CU[JL&UUV
o

JRUON-YPVIPUSVINEN IS S 0 I PIRVEL S VUG S PR IV W SR S UV B DRSO S-S PRV RO ]
S9, g ‘)4) 0gs C,U..UQLS PSSy Lcho‘ S50 K g L.o..p (Y Rgad) Sl 0ALALL g O yguo
OF pgad) dged <ol «alll pusd & jgoas |y 31 o olgs o NN Oelplis o)ls o5 wlais O yee

Al YAy

a0l

amsS 3l oz gi hiles
Toheidi Reading from the Inscription

J ‘QMMMM/A, Lﬁléﬂu_:,em*

..........................................................................

“" &.@mwm&m&&@

Hon o Ll -

;L@MBMEAM[;M&@L
ammgmammz,am

» A

@Hw@@m&mg@m@mé
Ll T At 2
&mmmgm@mw;é;
ngz‘:ﬁ!@é&fm@

e g4

(FFEATAD « Sloy)) 98 ol Jle ausS &S Y g
Figurel2:The Dome Inscription Abargho Alei (Imani, 2006:344)



i Sgmbu ol oS Sy loaibogh w0 b (oMl ol 98 Hloaidsl peo (2 (0205 [TA

G oS A P

‘(5")1'“" o)9o G?u)l.a é’l""“)""ﬂgg’ — o~ - ———r m&laoyb
5)—0.0’ ‘ﬁL‘-GH s)yl.w A)MQ) Wasle 55[.395 6[.%‘@»;‘ b o‘).o.ﬁ dS«f}w» Aaj.wu aS Cowl u‘ )‘ ‘;b é.o.(’b
ol oDl 5,90 5T jo asd, IS a4 B35 Lo 5l cglite e cpl lais g0 a0 (59, p ax8, S 4 Lo
JEl s lais g0 s b @il )0 gaog 5 Slarg Wlgen iz Geios slacols o o)l 4SSl
ALl Wiz b S ol 5SS 58 a0 Sl 4 iy s g (g on ) e (nl &S (Fu )b
s bl ez b alicen (i 99 O G @l Sl wloaile Jiie o)lse (Bl 5l g 00,8 S 503 e 5
5 2bisl g e 3590 50 Cou laatll g laasix 5l (S ()5 M0 b 9o e e slaosls Llod
(sthain pf g Jlgnll bYs &Il L 0gs slesl WLl gl plaS o g wiloaldl olail 44 e 330 Hloliss
@ aSll g (Be5 b b (ol jlodidys slo e (5 (o008 51 (o 1) e cpl Wil S (o (5920 41
g™ Lmsw)f PR C—’L‘-’ GIL> 5o east.,, .Ia.J,« 6_93;:.1“ 0,90 U ‘;9?(1.»4 yae lleS> QS.,
S, & 9 (pl 4o 3 Gudow 6L{aoolo g Sl H85 g0 g_;La...a::.? Az gl )Sc.»jLa:.,e )L‘:.pS ol oldass
Rl 45 S8l Wigi oo e 89y b sla TRy @ 42y b wlcen ouiz GaioS cnl 4 | alei e
S (Pl 8590 1A sl (aem g5 L) (Boh pae b (Slrsd LB (Dl 8590 Llsl 4 bgrpe e
e S 8,59 6 oy 8 i 5 e3g0me B las SO i ol il el sl

| ).m 99 U—‘ M?u o o)Lw‘ Sy90 GALQJ

&b

D93 OIS 5T LF e (OTAD) ¢ e ¢ Slav]

bl (I8 (g s o2 5 s U 5 ol VYD) e 5l

OB 8l nen ez e B s ) Sl g ol slapie o g jluaSh (YY) SL 2l el 2

bl (ol 0ansly peldllgel doz 3 gl 2, 6OV YOY )i el 52 (2 Ses (5 b

9SS &l e Glojle slRtegh (ol s« ol (solyy leo o (slodniS cloial, (VYAY) cprw (b 5o
ey el edas Sl (VPR el o LS



.5 [ P
Y4/ ATR8 Sl 1 55les AT 5,90 (ST ASAI
L[]

Gl g olispliol dlzo ( Slule oSl SO 5l oDl olyg0 Jloatig e e ((VYAONYAD )l >
Ole 5 52l pgd 9 Jol 8)led

ol ia Sladllas dage Sl Lal 3 atagls ligs doz 5 o IS 35 D dewss 5 Licco (N YAY) oy yag 5

e dox 0 )5 5w L) Sl (LD Kz djp0 loafln — Slule ope ((OTAY) @l S i
Ak ol (lletws

Brown, H. M. 1995. Coins In the Arts of Iran, Under the supervision By R. W . Freeh,
Translated by Parviz Marzban, Farzan Publishing.[in Persian].

Day Florence, E. 1968. Dated Tires in the Collection of the University of Michigan, in Airs
Islamic, Vole IV, pp 422-438 .

Eshragh, S. 2010. Silver Coinage of the Caliphs, London, Spink.

Fazaeli, H. 2011. Line Atlas, Tehran, Soroush. [in Persian].

Flury, S, 1977. Ornamental Kufic Inscription on Pottery, in Survey of Persian Art, Ed by A.U.
Pope and p. Ackerman. Vile 1V, Tehran, Sroush.

Ghouchani, A. 2005-2006. The Oldest Written Seal of the Islamic Period for a Sasani Ruler,
Journal of Archeology and History, First and Second Issues, Autumn and Winter. [in
Persian].

Grumman, A. 2004. The Source and Developed of Goldar Kofi, Translated by Mahnaz
Shayestehfar, Publications of the Moasaseh Motaleate Honar Islami. [in Persian].

Ibn Athir, 1. 1971. Al-Kamil Fi Al-Tarikh, Translated by Seyyed Hossein Rouhani, Tehran,
Myth. [in Persian].

Imani, A. 2006. Process Khate Kufic, Tehran, Zavar. [in Persian].

Moshiri, M. 1. 2010. Arab - Sassanid Coins of Civil War: Manichaeans, Yazidis and Other
Kharijites, Translated by Mahdieh Dastmalchi, Tehran, Pazineh.[in Persian].

Nyamaa, B. 2005. The coins of Mongol Empire and Clan Tamgha of Khans, Ulaanbaator,
Mongolia.

Tabari, M. 1973. History of Tabari, Translated by Abolghasem Payende, Tehran, mythology.[in
Persian].

Urian, S. 2003. The Manual of Medieval Islamic Inscriptions of Sassanian Pahlavi, Tehran,
Pagoheshgaeh Sazemane Meras Farhangi Keshvar. [in Persian].






