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Abstract

Along the foothills of the Marvdasht plain, a significant number of rock-cut burial monuments
have been made during the Achaemenid to early Islamic period. These burials are made in
various forms which with the exception of the royal tombs and some samples with the middle
persian inscription, the chronology of the rest of the samples is in dispute. By performing the
archaeological field survey with the aim of determination the funeral monuments attributable to
the post-Achaemenid period, the authors, in addition to accurately describing the structural
description of such samples, has thoroughly analyzed all the cited chronological evidence.
These cited evidence are: Structural and spatial patterns, studying the stone-cutting tools,
decorations, surveying the peripheral boundary within a radius of about 1 km in order to place
the monuments in the relevant archaeological context, as well as assisting negative reasoning
Instead of positive reasoning. In negative reasoning, In order to prove the chronology, instead of
presenting positive evidence in favor of post-Achaemenidchronology, we present reasons that
negate the Achaemenid and Sassanid chronology. This article deals only with the southeastern
half of the plain, the southern and western foothills of Rahmat Mountain, and in another article
we will address the northeast half of the plain. Based on the surveys conducted in line with
the present study, the remains of the rock-cut burials in the eastern half of the
Marvdasht plain are located without exception on the southern and western slopes of
Rahmat Mountain. These studies have also shown that the burial complexes of Tang-e
Zendan, Akhor-e Rostam, North Barzan and Laneh Tavous can most likely be dated to
the post-Achaemenid period. In an interpretive and general conclusion, it can be argued
that the rock-cut burials that can be dated to the post-Achaemenid period in the
Marvdasht plain, like any other period or place, imprimis considered as a type of
dignitizad burial which were made and used for members of powerful families in the
highest level of social power pyramid. Monuments that on the one hand increased
credibility, legitimacy and power of mentioned families among the indigenous population and
other regional powers. On the other hand, these evidence were considered as a valid document
for aristocrats dynastic descendants to acquire and maintain dominion over their ancestral
estates. In this way, they could continue to dominate the ancestral property in the future.
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1. Intuoduction

Scholars refer to the long time span between the decline of the Achaemenid to the rise of the
Sassanids in ancient Persia as the "Dark Ages" (Wiesehofer, 1994: 11); Dark in the sense that
our knowledge of the events of that period is in the dark corners of history and is far from the
realm of broad and reliable knowledge. While written historical documents about Persia during
this period are very sparse and heterogeneous and do not provide any more cognitive progress,
scholars have often looked to the results of archaeological research. Marvdasht plain was one of
the key points of ancient Persia and in other words the heart of Persia during the historical
period, especially the Achaemenid and probably post-Achaemenid period (the period of
conquest of Persia by the Macedonians until the Sassanid Empire came to power). Therefore,
archaeological studies in this region can still help us to better understand the post-Achaemenid
period. Although the area mentioned above has been frequently studied by archaeologists since
the first decades of the twentieth century, nevertheless historical archaeology studies in the
central part of Fars and specifically in Marvdasht plain during the past decades has been more
focused on the Achaemenid and Sassanid periods and less information is available about the
post-Achaemenid period. consequently, any archeological data will be like a ray of light on a
part of the darkness ahead. Meanwhile, Funeral data with a wide range of interpretation
capability (see: Brown, 1971; Bartel, 1982; Chapman, 2003), can shed light on aspects of social
life, the context of power, property, economics, religion, and art. Despite the great importance
of burials in historical and socio-archeological estimates, scholars of the post-Achaemenid
period in Persia often did not pay much attention to these documents and instead relied on
studies of numismatics and classical texts. The most important reasons for the lack of attention
to these documents should be sought in the existing chronological problems, as well as the lack
of a comprehensive study on all burial documents attributable to this period. Another important
aspect of these documents is that due to their structural nature and location, which are generally
created in mountainous areas, they have considerable stability and durability. However,
settlement areas have either been completely destroyed by human and natural activities, or are
hidden under newer sediments and layers, and their identification requires exploration.
Historical burials are one of the various aspects of archeological evidence in the Marvdasht
plain. These burials, which are in various forms include tombs, crypts, cairns, coffin tombs,
astudans (rock-cut niches), brick tombs, pit tombs, quadrangular stone tombs and the like, are
often Have been dated from the Achaemenid period to the end of the Sassanid period. Among
these, the rock-cut burials include a significant part of these evidence. By the rock-cut tomb we
mean a burial structure which is made in the bed of a rock attached to or separate from the
mountain. It is noteworthy that the main part of which is created by the method of reducing the
bed and rock mass using rock cutting (subtractive method). The title of the tomb indicates that
the structure is primarily a monumental structure that can be seen in the natural landscape and is
different from burials in the heart of the earth or astudans. Second, it may provide a space larger
than a corpse, or it may contain several architectural components such as a burial chamber,
portico, corridor or entrance hall to the burial chamber(s), entrance door, burial pit (grave) or the
like. Along the foothills of the Marvdasht plain, a significant number of rock-cut burial
monuments (mentioned above) have been made during the Achaemenid to early Islamic period.
These burials are made in various forms which with the exception of the royal tombs and some
samples with the Sassanid inscription, the chronology of the rest of the samples is in dispute.
Given that some archaeologists have been dated some of these evidence to the post-Achaemenid
period (Huff, 1999: 7,27; 2004: 602, Boucharlat, 2001; 2003: 264; 2005: 232), Authors
conducted a field study in Marvdasht plain in the spring of 2019 By performing the
archaeological field survey with the aim of determination the funeral monuments attributable to
the post-Achaemenid period. Authors, in addition to accurately describing the structural aspects
of such samples, has thoroughly analyzed all the cited chronological evidence. These cited
Evidence are: Structural and spatial patterns, studying the stone-cutting tools, decorations,
surveying the peripheral boundary within a radius of about 1 km in order to place the
monuments in the relevant archaeological context, as well as assisting negative reasoning
Instead of Positive reasoning. In negative reasoning, In order to prove the chronology, instead of
presenting positive evidence in favor of post-Achaemenid date, we present reasons that negate
the Achaemenid and Sassanid dating. In this article, we deals only with the southeastern half of
the plain, the southern and western foothills of Rahmat Mountain, and in another article we will
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address the northeast half of the plain. Based on the surveys conducted in line with the present
study, the remains of the burial mound in the eastern half of the Marvdasht plain are located
without exception on the southern and western slopes of Rahmat Mountain. These studies have
also shown that the burial complexes of Tang-e Zendan, Akhor-e Rostam, North Barzan and
Laneh Tavous can most likely be dated to the post-Achaemenid period. In an interpretive and
general conclusion, it can be argued that the rock-cut burials that can be dated to the post-
Achaemenid period in the Marvdasht plain, like any other period or place, imprimis considered
as a type of dignitizad burial which were made and used for members of powerful families in
the highest level of social power pyramid. Thus, in the post-Achaemenid period, the connection
between the dense population of the Marvdasht Plain and possibly the rivalry of the heads of
aristocratic families and even possibly the tribes living in this region, led them to make
memorials, often ritual or burial. On the one hand, this memorials increased their credibility,
legitimacy and power among the indigenous population and other regional powers. On the other
hand, these racial leaders could have left such a legacy in the crown lands under their
ownership, leaving a valid document for their dynastic descendants to acquire and maintain
dominion over their ancestral estates. The technical and artistic evidence (even though such
evidence is limited) and the structural style of the buildings surveyed in this study reinforce the
two results. First, during the post-Achaemenid period, there was a tendency to represent all the
ancient patterns of the East in the simplest and most underdeveloped possible form, a trend that
continued downward until the first century A.D. but culminated again with the coming to power
of the Sassanids. Secondly, due to the chronology of larger burial samples from the early to mid.
Post-Achaemenid period and the chronology of smaller and simpler samples from the middle to
the end of the post-Achaemenid period, it is possible that Zoroastrian traditions were formed as
a result of stablishment of Avestan laws before coming to power of the The Sassanids.
Therefore, a study of the evidence cited in this paper shows that an accurate archaeological
description, chronology, and then placement of burial evidence in a broad perspective based on
new field studies can help us better understand the historical developments of lesser-known
centuries.
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Map 1: Spatial location of the surveyed region (Marvdasht plain)
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tombs studied
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