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Abstract

So far, many researches have been done about clergy, their hierarchy, role and position in the
Sassanid era and there is considerable information about them. Most of this awareness comes
from textual evidence, including religious and non-religious books. The only archaeological
evidence related to this important stratum of the society of this period is the seals, the seals
impression and also the reliefs of Kartir. The reliefs of Kartir, due to their predominance of
individuality, do not help us much in understanding the role and position of this class in the
Sassanid period, but the second group, the seals and, seals impression discovered belonging to
the Sassanid period, is a first-hand source for studying this important and influential group.
Although many of these seals, in particular the seals that were discovered on the Takht-e
Soleyman, were introduced by scholars as Magi seals, only a small part of them are based on
inscriptions into this stratum. This means that only a small part of them clearly have the phrase
magician or priest. In the present study, this seals have been studied and in fact, they have been
selected from all the seals attributed to Magies. The motifs on these seals are very diverse and
include almost all the motifs on the seals of the Sassanid period, including human, animal, plant,
symbolic and monogram. In this study, with the iconographic approach, only animal motifs
depicted on Magi's inscriptions are inscribed. For this purpose, after collecting the desired
designs from various reports - which are generally in the form of catalogs and introducing seals
- and providing a brief description, they were analyzed based on Zoroastrian texts. This article
has reached the general conclusion that there are no exclusive and special motifs of Moghan in
painting, and this group has followed the same taste and general aesthetics.
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1.Introduction

So far, many researches have been done about clergy, their hierarchy, role and position in the
Sassanid era and there is considerable information about them. Most of this awareness comes
from textual evidence, including religious and non-religious books. The only archaeological
evidence related to this important stratum of the society of this period is the seals, the seals
impression and also the reliefs of Kartir. The reliefs of Kartir, due to their predominance of
individuality, do not help us much in understanding the role and position of this class in the
Sassanid period, but the second group, the seals and, seals impression discovered belonging to
the Sassanid period, is a first-hand source for studying this important and influential group.
Although many of these seals, in particular the seals that were discovered on the Takht-e
Soleyman, were introduced by scholars as Magi seals, only a small part of them are based on
inscriptions into this stratum. This means that only a small part of them clearly have the phrase
magician or priest. In the present study, these seals have been studied and in fact, they have been
selected from all the seals attributed to Magies. The motifs on these seals are very diverse and
include almost all the motifs on the seals of the Sassanid period, including human, animal, plant,
symbolic and monogram. In this study, with the iconographic approach, only animal motifs
depicted on Magi's inscriptions are inscribed. For this purpose, after collecting the desired
designs from various reports - which are generally in the form of catalogs and introducing seals
- and providing a brief description, they were analyzed based on Zoroastrian texts. This article
has reached the general conclusion that there are no exclusive and special motifs of Moghan in
painting, and this group has followed the same taste and general aesthetics. The most important
questions about seals of Magies in general are: What motifs did the Magies of the Sassanid
period use for their seals? What was the reason for choosing these motifs and what did they
mean? What does the existence of motifs such as lions, bears and monkeys mean according to
the position of these animals in Zoroastrian beliefs on their seals? What are the exclusive and
special roles of Magies?

Iconographic approach (Flannery & Marcus, 1379. Abdi, 1391) has been used to achieve the
objectives of this article. For this purpose, seals of Magies were collected from various
researches and in the next stage, all religious and non-religious books, which were written in
different periods, both during the Sassanid Empire and after it, were considered for the analysis
of the mentioned motifs. In order to provide a foundation so that "the result of the work is not
worthless and nothing like fiction"(Flannery & Marcus, 1379), only the seals that belong to the
Magies according to their inscriptions were used. These seals and seal impression of the seals
have come.

The motifs of Magies seals cover a very diverse range, and except for a few cases, almost all of
the motifs used in Sassanid sealing, including human torsos, are generally from the right profile,
and in a few cases, torsos with two faces, various animal motifs, plant motifs, mythological
motifs and motifs called logos or monograms can be seen on their seals.

In this paper, only animal motifs were selected and examined. The meaning of animal in this
research refers to realistic motifs that aim to present a real role of the animal in question (Table
1). Animals in general play a very important role in decorative patterns in Sassanid art. Seals are
no exception and are embossed with a variety of animals. A look at the list presented by Gaébl
(1384: 51-53) shows this diversity: scorpion, fish, peacock, pheasant, horned chicken, rooster,
duck, goose, eagle, rabbit, mouse, wolf, jackal, dog, bear, elephants, zebras, horses, boars,
camels, deer, antelopes, cattle, rams, monkeys and other animals and birds.

The following animal motifs have been identified on seals of Magies: rams, cows, lions, camels,
deer, boars, bears, and monkeys (see Table 1). In Zoroastrianism, each of these animals has a
concept and meaning, which is briefly discussed here. The purpose of this work, and in fact this
review, is to investigate the relationship between these animals and their role with the
Zoroastrian Magies.
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In Zoroastrian beliefs, animals play important and effective roles and basically have souls and
are never at a lower level than humans in the hierarchy of creation (Foltz, 2010: 369). In the
meantime, however, two points are very important, which are confusing and make the issue of
Magies seals much more complicated and difficult to understand. Before that, it should be noted
that in Zoroastrianism, animals are divided into two general categories: profitable and good
animals, which are the creatures of Hormazd, and harmful and bad animals, which are the
manipulation of Ahriman, which in the Pahlavi term are called kharafastar or khrfstar.

The kharafastars not only had to be killed, but their killing and destruction had many merits and
had special customs (Bondahesh, 1395: 120-121; Sad Dar Nasr, 1909: 33-34. Oshidari, 1371:
255-256) but Two points; First: The presence of the image of some of these kharafastars,
including the image of a lion, bear and monkey on the seals of Magies as part of the clergy class
as the most prominent stratum of Sassanid society? In those days and the second: the absence of
the image of some of the most important and sacred animals from the point of view of
Zoroastrian beliefs, especially dogs, roosters and horses on the seals of this class.

Perhaps to explain this contradiction, Frye's opinion can be used that there are two types of seals
for Magies: official seals and personal seals (Frye, 1968). Official seals are seals that belong to
legal entities such as the President of the Magies Court and the like; These seals only have
inscriptions and no engravings, and personal seals are those seals that belong to real persons.
Sometimes they have inscriptions and are decorated with various engravings.

According to a study conducted on animal motifs of Magies seals of the Sassanid period, which
according to the inscription belong to Magies - the following results were obtained: A)
Existence of images of animals on seals of Magies, especially the role of some Kharafastars on
their seals, such as lions, bears, and monkeys, do not necessarily have a religious meaning,
although the origin of these religious motifs is Zoroastrian a religion full of myth.

B) In Zoroastrianism, there is a close look at animals and they are clearly divided into two
groups of profitable and harmful, but the extensive use of the role and images of harmful
animals in various artistic and industrial fields such as weaving, bedding, silverwork etc... is in
complete contradiction with this view; seals and seals of the Magies are no exception to this
rule.

C) The very little use and even non-use of the role of very sacred animals such as dogs, roosters
and horses in Zoroastrian beliefs, which are especially closely related to the clergy and religious
rites - dogs and roosters - is another contradiction.

D) According to the previous paragraphs, it can be said that there were no special and unique
motifs in the painting and class of the Magies; As a result, and considering the position of the
Magies in the hierarchy of Zoroastrian clerics, their use of animal motifs followed the same
taste and general aesthetics, and there was no prejudice in this regard.

E) It seems that the Magies, who were a subset of the Zoroastrian clergy of the Sassanid period,
had their own internal classifications and divisions, and a group or a number of them held
important provincial and state positions, and most of them were ordinary simple clergy. They
were the ones who met the daily religious needs of the people.
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