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Despite the destruction of sites over the past few decades, development activities,
including dam construction, have created opportunities for exploring ancient sites.
Among the dams where a large number of sites were explored within the catchment
area is the Chamshir Dam in Gachsaran County, located in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer
Ahmad Province. Within the dam’s catchment area, according to surveys and
excavations conducted in the years 2020 and 2022, many sites related to the pre-
and post-Islamic eras have been identified. One of these valuable sites, which was
excavated during the salvage excavation of 2022, along with seventeen other sites,
is site number 33. Although there was not enough time to present the research plan
and conduct a targeted exploration of the site, it was nevertheless determined during
the survey and excavation, and based on the architectural and cultural remains, that
this site was used as a temporary settlement by the nomads of the region during the
early Islamic centuries until the Pahlavi period. At the end of the archaeological
activity in this area, a rural context including houses, a mosque, a cemetery, and a
single building of unknown use was discovered, excavated, and documented. All the
architectural structures of this rural context were made of local materials, rubble, and
rubble stone. This activity yielded a large number of pottery, several pieces of glass,
and a very worn and illegible coin. It seems that this village was used seasonally.
The purpose of exploring this site, in addition to rescue activities, is to identify and
document the architectural spaces of this site and analyze the data obtained. The
present article is based on a descriptive-analytical method and its data was collected

through fieldwork and the study of library resources.
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1. Introduction

Site No. 33 (at longitude 490391, latitude 3333475, and altitude 544 meters above sea level) is
located in the southeast of the Zagros Mountains in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province,
Gachsaran County, in the central part and Bibi Hakimeh Rural District of this county. The vegetation
surrounding the area is grassland, reeds, and kunar and gaz trees, located along the seasonal Shah
Taslim River and in the middle of a valley called Red Valley. Excavation of this site was carried
out in 2022 as part of the Cham Shir Dam rescue excavation project, and the aim of the excavation
of this site was to identify the stone architectural texture that was visible in large quantities within
the area. The excavations indicate that the architectural remains were in use from the early Islamic
centuries to the Pahlavi period, and given the large volume of architectural remains at the site, it can
be considered a small village with a religious building (mosque) and a cemetery during the Islamic
era. It is worth noting that the archaeological survey of the Chamshir Dam catchment area in 2016 by
Mohammad Taqi Ataei led to the identification of 143 artifacts. The excavation activity in site number
33 of Chamshir Dam was carried out with the aim of identifying the architectural remains of the site
and its chronology. The authors of the article intend to study and analyze the architectural features
of this site, considering the remaining architectural spaces of the building. In line with the research
objectives, questions and hypotheses have been raised; the research questions are: 1- According
to the available evidence, during what period of time was this area inhabited? 2- What prominent
features are seen in identifying the architectural spaces of this area? The research hypotheses are:
1- The existing evidence, especially the pottery and dated tombstones of the cemetery, indicates that
this area was inhabited from the early Islamic centuries to the Pahlavi period. 2- Among the features
of the architectural complexes of this area is the use of eco-friendly materials in the construction of
temporary residential spaces in the area, with stone being the main material used. One of the notable
points on the area surface was a different architectural structure made of plaster mortar in the center

of the area, which is different from other buildings.

2. Discussion

Site No. 33 is formed in a trapezoidal space between the heights that surround it on all four sides.
The slope of the area is from west to east, and the area becomes wider as it extends from northwest
to southeast. The area of this area is about 22,230 square meters and its height at the highest point
is 1.5 meters compared to the surrounding environment. Site No. 33 was completed in several parts
and includes public and residential architectural spaces and a cemetery, indicating the establishment
of this area for many centuries, so that the architectural structures have been destroyed over several
periods and their materials have been used in new buildings. Most of the architectural spaces are
located in the south and southeast of the area, so that a large volume of rubble has accumulated in
this area, which has caused the plan of these spaces to be not completely clear. During the salvage
excavation of this site in December 2022, three trenches were created; trenches 1 and 2 were created
in the area where the architectural spaces were located, and trench number 3 was created in the

cemetery area.
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The architectural spaces on the site are built in three styles. First, the buildings, apparently only the
foundations of which remain, are made of relatively large, cube-shaped stones. These buildings are
located in the eastern part of the site. Second, the buildings are made of rubble stone and are all
scattered in the southern and western half of the area up to the southern wall. These architectural
spaces are relatively dense, but each unit is located at a distance from the neighboring unit and
all consist of several rooms and a courtyard. The large volume of rubble in these architectural
remains indicates a likely residential complex. At a relatively greater distance from this complex
of architectural spaces is a single, independent building which is located at a higher level than the
other buildings. The characteristic of this building is the presence of mortar and plaster, unlike other
architectural spaces that are built with drywall or mud mortar. Third, it is a large and relatively
intact structure located in the south of the compound and in a rectangular shape, oriented northeast
to southwest, with dimensions of 32x5 meters and a remaining height of 2.5 meters. Regarding the
stone materials used to build the architectural spaces of the area, it should be said that 25 meters
west of the area, there are square and rectangular boulders of various sizes and shapes, naturally cut
from the mountain in sheets, which were used to build this building and older buildings, as well as
the cemetery of this area. In a way, this shows the use of locally sourced materials in the architecture

of the spaces of this area.

3. Conclusion

What was found during the archaeological excavation of Site No. 33 includes the spatial architecture
of a mosque (Trench 1), an architectural building of unknown use (Trench 2), and the excavation
of a tomb (Trench 3). The identified mosque is located almost in the center of the site, and unlike
the buildings in the site, in addition to stone, a large amount of plaster was used in its construction.
The mosque has three main spaces, including the entrance, the first roofed space, and the prayer
room. There are two courtyards around the mosque, the use of which remains unclear. Also, another
small space has been discovered, for which no entrance was found, and its use is therefore also
unclear. One of the notable points in identifying the architectural spaces of the mosque was the
blocking of the main entrance to the building, which indicates that this complex was consciously
and purposefully abandoned by the nomads as they moved away and were thinking of returning.
Trench 2 is an architectural space of uncertain use. Given its isolation from the village context and
its unusual rectangular layout with small rooms and no entrance, it may have been a public building.
However, its exact use remains unclear. The architectural spaces explored and identified on the
site surface have a regular geometric order and are built in a rectangular shape and in a northeast-
southwest direction. A relatively wide variety can be seen in the architectural spaces explored and
found on the surface. These architectural spaces were mostly used as seasonal residences at certain
times of the year. The low volume and thickness of cultural deposits in the layers generally indicate
the weak settlement of the site during the Islamic period. The architectural structures show that the
builders of these architectural spaces used local materials and that local architecture was created

in this area. The excavated grave (Trench 3) is also dated to the Islamic period, based on the stone
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arrangement and southwest direction, and no data was identified from inside this grave. The largest
volume of cultural data from the site is related to pottery, which spans the early to middle Islamic
centuries, and the most important pottery is unglazed painted pottery (quasi-prehistoric), which is
associated with nomadic societies, which are seen in most nomadic societies in different regions of
Iran and even Southwest Asia. Another important item found in the mosque is a copper coin, and
although it has been eroded, considering other examples found in the Chamshir sites, it may belong

to Abesh Khatun, one of the local rulers of the Ilkhanid period in the Fars region.
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Map 1: Location of site number 33 on the map Kohkaluyeh and Boyer Ahmad provinces, Bibi Hakimeh rural district and

Chamshir dam catchment area (Google Earth).
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satellite image (Google Earth).
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Fig. 3: Location of Workshop No. 1, 2 and 3, Area No. 33, Chamshir Dam - View from the northwest (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 4: Aerial photo, demo and west-east elevation section of Area No. 33; 1: Trench No. 1, 2: Trench No. 2, 3: Trench No. 3, 4:
Cemetery, 5: Shah Taslim River (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 5: General view of the late Islamic architectural structure of Area No. 33 of Chamshir Dam - view from the northeast
(Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 6: Wall shelves and fireplace of the late Islamic architectural structure of enclosure number 33 of Chamshir Dam
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Fig. 7: Stone quarry near the late Islamic architectural structure in Area No. 33 of Chamshir Dam (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 8: Trench No. 1 before excavation (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 9: Trench 1, Northern corner of the architectural structure and rubble thrown out of the building (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 10: One of the explored spaces in the architectural structure of Trench 1 (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 11: Plan and aerial view of the structure excavated in Trench No. 1 (Authors, 2022).

)_:Lw)l Qsl.é.’(.og pbeo U_>L.» ASMJ@ uLu.u 4\.&4&2&9 ol oolaw CJT i lw e O‘?‘)—é )IA_B.A 4 C.?
Cgn g Sl 39594 dngil aS wi  lolis Lad¥ b (g)lems 85l SO iglS LL jo aib o Lol
313 dene S (gylasns 5l )Lt ouss axslis ald e 55 Yol a8

@ 92l ol el e WYe oy 9 oo b JSob Jibastune gyl S domane o1l (699)9 sLiad 163959
am w0 ad o3lawl 78 s JS oMo 5 K 3l gynly el y3 0948 o (e Lis St L S j2usS
20 40 d (S 39018 s wl 00 9551 g8 L o) S gl o iy g o ad b 3 S b
O jogad) d(Coolbus yio olwY 4¥ ya) 3)ls e tlws coolsuis

L) (3 B15)5) drme (59959 (sLiad 3T yogual
Fig. 12: Mosque entrance area (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 13: Platform on the northeast side of the shoemaking space (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 14: A roughly (L) shaped room (Authors, 2022).

OF6) o B5,085) sl i Lol ylaud b o glisy) 331 a8’ gloms (slind ooy gir alio (sl 10 yoguas
Fig. 15: The foundations of the southwest side of the architectural space, with a clear height difference from the main wall
(Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 16: The foundations of the northwest side (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 17: Detected room without entrance (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 18: Dimensions and measurements of the filled structure on the northwest side (Authors, 2022).

(2 g0ty y il jod s Lz yb 3 el 039 Olyora Yl 313 41,8 4 40 gy 5 iy cpguody 45 (B8 yoguas

L(O0F0) (B0, K5) el 0y (g5l lyme
Fig. 19: A frame that is raised and facing the gibla and was probably a sanctuary, is shown in the plan with a dotted red line
and is reconstructed as a hypothetical sanctuary (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 20: The mosque’s space before excavation, view from the west (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 21: Piles of rubble in the mosque area (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 22: The mosque building after excavation (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 23: General view of the architecture of the main room of the mosque (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 24: Platform dimensions and sizes (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 25: Overview of the architecture of different parts of the mosque (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 26: Sample of graves and tombstones in cemetery area number 33, Chamshir Dam (Authors, 2022).
. .~ Z 15 . e .
Chonnd §d A.».:.»Sd‘;‘.) ).dggv.w ;gza Avan Jls e )_:Sql dbog> u_al w0 U_’Ua.c (B dee duu.”

Gato 18 Sius o)l dasy o plasan 210 Jgo6 gl 850 4 bl g (laslid Olinayd ((5002) (g
(VY yogua3) ol 039 yliaysS ol oS 18 S Ly (o WYYF) . 5o VYYD dicws 0

O glhe) . G2V Jle @)b@ﬂ‘bé dao Y'Y 8 lais i]o,.xo Olm),é)lad.ﬁ.:sﬁé&» VY jogual
Fig. 27: Inscribed tombstone of cemetery No. 33 of Chamshir Dam, dated 1959 (Ataei, 2016).
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Fig. 28: Stages of excavating a grave (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 29: Sample of simple unglazed pottery (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 30: Sample of unglazed, engraved pottery (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 31: Sample of pottery with a single-colored glaze (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 32: Samples of pottery using the sprayed glaze technique (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 33: Pottery sample with black and brown patterns on yellow glaze (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 34: Design of a piece of glass recovered from Trench 1, mosque space (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 35: Coin discovered in the shoe store after cleaning (right) and the location of the coin discovery in the shoe store at the
entrance to the mosque (left) (Authors, 2022).
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