A

Journal of Archaeological Studies
P. ISSN: 2251-9297 - E.ISSN: 2676-4288
Vol. 18, No. 1, Serial No. 38 / Winter-Spring, 2026
https://jarcs.ut.ac.ir/

Unbversiny of Telran Precs

Southern Fars during the transition from the Parthian to the Sasanian Era: Historical and
Archaeological Evidence

Khadijeh Gholamig', Yaghoub Mohammadifar >

1. Ph. D Candidate, Department of Archeology, Faculty of Art and Architecture, University of Bu-Ali Sina, Hamadan, Iran.

Email: khgholami88@gmail.com

2. Professor, Department of Archeology, Faculty of Art and Architecture, University of Bu-Ali Sina, Hamadan, Iran. (Corresponding
Author).

Email: mohamadifar@basu.ac.ir

Article Ifo Abstract

Pp: 269-296 In the early third century CE, Iran witnessed profound political and military
transformations that led to the rise of one of the most significant dynasties in its history:

Article Type: the Sasanians. According to historical sources, Ardashir engaged in several battles to

Research Article . . . . . .
gain control over Fars, particularly its southern regions. In Sasanian archaeological

studies, the powerful families of southern Fars during the transition from the Parthian

Article History: to the Sasanian period have been largely overlooked. The present research aims to
Received: identify the powerful families in southern Fars based on historical evidence, addressing
13 June 2025 the following question: What archaeological data indicate the existence of local powers

in southern Fars during the Parthian period? Furthermore, it examines the relationship
Revised: of these families with the Parthian government and Ardashir’s methods for confronting
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them. This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, utilizing both library
and field resources. Historical sources mention families such as the Nosazad and

(;A7c gﬂ?&r 2025 Sabak in Abrasas, the Miladiyan in Laristan, and powers like Haftvad in Kojaran and

Sanatruq in Bahrain. Based on historical sources, military strategies, diplomacy, and
Published online: alliances with Parthian families were among the key approaches used by the Sasanians
22 December 2025 to consolidate power and legitimize their rule in Iran, particularly in southern Fars.

Additionally, archaeological findings confirm the presence of powerful families in
I;;fﬁ;’ﬂsa‘mﬂies, southern Fars. The site of Tomb-e Bot, interpreted as a semi-royal seat during the
;iﬁzﬁss ﬁ;?ﬁzlrl: Parthian era, is indicative of existing power structures in the region. The factors
Fars, Castle, Hormuz, contributing to the power of these families included kinship ties with the Parthians,

Parthian Pottery. geopolitical position, control over trade routes, and a network of fortresses.
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1. Introduction

In the early third century CE, Iran witnessed profound political and military upheavals that led to
the rise of one of the greatest dynasties in its history—the Sasanians. However, this process was
neither simple nor unchallenged. Historical sources mention several battles fought by Ardashir
I in southern Fars, some of which ended in his defeat. The resistance of southern Fars’ noble
families against Ardashir’s advances not only highlights the presence of local power centers
but also underscores their role as serious rivals to northern Fars. Although Ardashir ultimately
succeeded in crushing these resistances after numerous arduous and protracted battles, thereby
incorporating southern Fars—a key strategic region for controlling the Persian Gulf—into his
domain, this process also reflects the political and social complexities of the era.

This study seeks to identify the powerful noble families of southern Fars based on historical
evidence, addressing the following question: Which archaeological data attest to the existence of
local powers in southern Fars during the Parthian period? Additionally, it examines these families’
relationship with the Parthian Empire and Ardashir’s strategies for confronting them.

Despite the significance of the transition from the Parthians to the Sasanians, independent
historical and archaeological studies on southern Fars—particularly concerning its local
powers—remain scarce. Existing research has largely been limited to archaeological surveys or
treated the subject only peripherally within broader studies of Sasanian history. This scholarly
gap underscores the need for a more detailed examination of the role played by southern Fars’
noble families in the region’s political dynamics and their interactions with the emerging Sasanian
central authority. Understanding these dynamics not only enhances our comprehension of the
Sasanian state formation process but may also elucidate patterns of local resistance against

political centralization.

2. The Geopolitical Position and Role as an Intermediary Hub

The southern Fars region, which during the Sasanian period was part of Ardashir-Khwarrah (Ibn
Balkhi, 2005: 132—-141), encompassed a vast area along the coasts and hinterlands of the Persian
Gulf. Southern Fars has always held strategic importance due to its unique connective position,
serving as a bridge between the shores of the Persian Gulf and inland power centers (Fig. 1).
Additionally, the southern Zagros Mountains functioned as a natural barrier, playing a vital
role in the region’s security and human geography. With their complex topography and varying
elevations, these mountains formed enclosed plains surrounded by highlands, acting both as a
natural defensive fortification and providing a suitable environment for the emergence of semi-
autonomous and stable communities (Fig. 2).

The climatic conditions of southern Fars were another critical factor in resisting external
enemies. Ibn Balkht describes the climate of Irahestan in southern Fars as follows: “No army
can station there except during the three months of spring; in winter, they cannot remain due to
rainfall and lack of pasture, and in summer, due to the extreme heat” (2005: 141). This description

highlights how the region’s harsh weather posed significant challenges for foreign forces.
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3. The Powerful Families in Southern Fars
Southern Fars under the Parthians was governed by semi-independent dynasties, though their
territorial control remains unclear. Historical sources like the Kar-namag 1 Ardasir, Shahnameh,
and al-Tabari’s History mention several local rulers in early 3rd-century CE Southern Fars (Table
1):

1. The Noshzad in Abrasas (Jahrom) (al-Tabari 1983:582; Ferdowsi 1968, VII:146).

2. The Sabak in Abrasas (Ferdowsi 1968, VII:132; Mashkoor 1950:16) in Jahrom.

3. Haftvad in Kojaran (likely in southern Iran, near Lar) (Tabari 1983:582; Ferdowsi 1968,
VII:139-154; Mashkoor 1960:21-32 (Kar-namag; Mashkoor 1960:24)

4. Abtenbud in southern Fars (al-Tabari 1983:582; Mashkoor 1960:23-25)

5. Sanatruq in Bahrain (al-Tabari 1983:584).

6. The Miladian House of Larestan, though absent in Ardashir’s campaigns, is noted by Noldeke
(1978: 24) as being of Parthian origin. Gorgin Milad - mentioned in the Shahnameh (Ferdowsi
1971, IX: 30-32) and later Safavid records - maintained their ruling power until 1601 CE (Fig. 3).

4.Archaeological Evidence of Local Powers in Southern Fars

Archaeological and historical research on the northern coasts and hinterlands of the Persian Gulf
has been limited. However, the few studies conducted have identified and uncovered significant
sites from the Parthian period. Among the most important sites is Tomb-e Bot in Mohr County,
interpreted as a quasi-royal seat. During its second cultural phase (80-260 CE), Tappeh Bot
provides some of the most significant cultural materials related to local powers in southern Fars.
The artifacts discovered at the site reflect a declined courtly style of the Achaemenids by the 2nd
century CE. (Askari Chaverdi, 2013: 157-193; Askari Chaverdi, 2017: 127—-150).

5. Fortresses and Strongholds

Archaeological activities in southern Iran, particularly in southern Fars, have primarily been
limited to surveys and the identification of ancient sites. Surveys in Lamerd and Mohr counties
(whose results have been published) indicate that out of 76 identified sites, only 12 show evidence
of Parthian occupation (Askari Chaverdi, 2013: 81-83). However, none of these sites fall within
the scope of the present study.

Between 2014 and 2018, ceramics from three sites in the Sasanian Hormuz region (southern
Fars) were examined: Qal’eh Golrokh (Gholami et al., 2022), Qal’eh Kopir (Ashrafi, 2017), and
Tomb-e-goveh (Pasban, 2018). Studies of these ceramics confirmed traces of Parthian-period
presence. Accordingly, the Hormuz region of Fars, with its eight fortresses situated on highlands
and foothills across an area approximately 45 km long and 20 km wide, was selected as the study
area.

The Hormuz-Fars region, corresponding to the Beyram and Chahvarz districts (Gholami &
Mohammadi-Far, 2024: 62-63) in southern Fars, has revealed eight identified fortresses (Image
6). The fortresses of Faryab, Kapir, and Salavar are situated on Mount Bol, while the fortresses of
Nehl, Khajagan, Golrokh, Guri, and Lid are located on the mountains of Alamarvdasht.
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Studies conducted on ceramic data have led to the identification of diagnostic Parthian pottery
types, such as coarse black ware with raised bands, painted, glazed, burnished, and Burnished and

Polished Pottery, indicating Parthian-period settlement in the Hormuz plain.

6. Conclusion

The political transformations of third-century CE southern Fars, coinciding with the Parthian
decline and Sasanian rise, underscore the critical role of local families in the region’s power
dynamics. This study, drawing on historical and archaeological evidence, demonstrates that these
local dynasts leveraged political and cultural legitimacy derived from their Parthian affiliations,
claims of ancient ancestry, strategic geopolitical positions, control over trade routes, and a network
of fortified castles—which continued into the Sasanian period—to resist Ardashir Babakan’s
centralizing policies. Archaeological data, particularly the site of Tomb-e Bot, indicates the
continuity of Achaemenid courtly traditions. The ceramic evidence from forts suggests their
construction or enhancement likely occurred in the second and third centuries CE, confirming
a local power base in the Hormuz region, further supported by the Parthian archer relief at Qir.
Ardashir employed a combination of military force, diplomacy, and political marriages to subdue
these powers, actions essential for overcoming local resistance and gaining political legitimacy.
Ultimately, southern Fars was a theatre of complex political and military competition during the
Parthian-Sasanian transition. The resistance of local families and the Sasanian drive for integration
reflect the tension between decentralized Parthian structures and a centralized Sasanian state.
Further research in southern Fars is crucial to better understand both the formation of the Sasanian

empire and patterns of local resistance to centralization.
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Table 1: Local Dynasties of Southern Fars Based on Historical Sources (Author, 2025).
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Fig. 3: Infographic of Southern Fars Dynasties (Author, 2025).
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Fig. 4: Artifacts from the Second Settlement Period (260-80 CE), Tomb-e Bot (Askari Chaverdi, 2013).
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Fig. 5: Photograph (https://avayghirokarzin.ir/?p=3563) and drawing (Potts, 2006: 585) of the Qir & Karzin rock relief.
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Fig. 6: The geographical location of Beyram and Chahvarz (Hormuz) in southern Fars (Author, 2025).

Qs 3 LU L 8B 047 (GyumS B g oluw Jlaw
aal 15 odelcawd s ad i cladiged 5 (A ygas) dwsyp Lol b pidd 05 (gyunS g olow Jliw
50 58 dbogme (6)9S AalB (WY Fo) (8 cdamme g o) &, 8 (VOF YA Bl al) ;oS oLy
Sliwl sladbsse slaliw (o) odiplool clalllas .ol (AV YAV (lowb) 48 Cead d by 9
ol :\_|o9.’>co )9 Lo 4xl8 )_309>Lc e D P ul_uo.} oy é.)a.\..’?co )9 ]) L;’K.w‘ ua.'>l.w Lgl.lbdl.a_w 929 oy



5 5 cbmes | pis o | A Lo | (gticts iy ol YAY

: g L AT - ‘I.I‘- 1 1""‘" i it
&= e S sbiiy S i ’-’.{;’ -
X5 () W25 (1) g (1) 39300 (¥ 1S () olyiiponley 5 iy 3 bt (ragh Sy) oy (slavtald cpabigo sV g

(5] J85) ams S5y 40 (M) ylicus it o (V0) duS ol dbogro «(R) 3150 8 dbogine (M) S (V) (55554(5)
Fig. 7: Location of Hurmuz fortresses (red) aligned with Beyram and Chahvarz: Faryab (N. 1), Kopir (N. 2), Selavar (N. 3),.
Nehl (N. 4), Khajegan (N. 5), Golrokh (N. 6), Gabri (N. 7), Lid (N. 8) — with Qabr-e Dokhtar site (N. 9), Tomb-e Gobeh (N. 10),

and Tomb-e Sharestan (N. 11) marked in green (Google Earth).

S fiks o E I IERAAIEY S

:Lb}?u)\) Cowl 0l Ls"L“’L“”LS’K'“" JLQ_N).Q J_: 095)|)_9)_,)_1‘.>.))_._9 :\_byx,o 9 Py wb)béﬁls 4_5
2oyd b sloassS 5| S ool i 51l oty _lolis Jlias 2565l 31 05 S 55 o Bnlgs anld
oy 8l (c3%e pylas B L5 0%yl Lyt pgd a3 5900 53 (50)8 (63)lg0 53 5 0y (g S 13— 0l
L;LQL;J_..Q){ L S obew Jlow L5|)_3 IR )55 u_’;Lo} 5)'[_3 LS]‘\JLS.A)\) @Sy (VA AYAY ceS) el
J._JS‘;: JL&LAAAA_’ ') Lg.)ﬂ_:.o P99 l.: d9| bl U QM)‘W £9d 8w C_:)l; C)T le)_’ 99) I))9QJ|)J LS)‘?"
Benoist et al., 1994:) cuol a8l dwlol g% paw 18 U Jlaws L9§ o2l Lede 4o . (Kennet,2007: 94)
Ayl8s (Vo V\YAA co0ligyund ) o ¥ (g3l 5 ¥ 0duyS cgy80 ddbgome 51 Jlaws 4568 oyl .(13-15

ol odid (38 S (YY YR (g0y0la ()Sns)

Saie Jlin
A_a.té).) ol 0 u_,l.wl.,.m A_Afw :\.L:Wa)ﬂft\_:lﬁ sC)_Kz\_a.l.‘) i_ba.’xn)l u.,lg.wl 5)9.) QA}?.Q..\.A ‘_Jl.a_m
)_’9,\4.:) u.w‘iod.n"’wm)@ dgs 04b U“:’)) &)OL:_M: )|5_, 99 l_, 45).9).9 (.)““"9" L)):o).a (_JL‘LAA, dalnd ggu C)'lf
g 5 o dolie igas . omsl Censd S 5 oS lyze il g1 5 (IS 5 yael (gyls Jins 58yl (4
‘E.,Ladh.aﬁ)'.:\;’ Mﬁﬁd‘wi) )\) h_’.> LSLQ)9§9 (ﬂa :\Y‘RA m.)l)'g).m.&) Q)LJJ )\) P)—AI’ )9§ srv.aﬁ g)_“’}% ).) Lg)l_és
.(De Cardi, 1996: 83) wils o yliwgdin ds boyye |y Jlaw L;u_,l (838wl oai

aall ) (glogad-joy Sy dn (pwiin (s Lo (2053li- (63950 S0y o site Jliw 5l 803 655
568 yal (Ve yogea) ol sdelcwdds (Veodo) IWAY (lowb) 48 Cad g (AF VYRS (Bl al) S
i el ¢y o Aoy L duumlio 5 poie sl i .ol bansgta 15 3y 1S byaol b i



YAD Lol S g (Sl sl (ulaly colibob & GLIBII 18 33 o)l Cigia 18 sdasme § o

Aald (V893 aall (5 ¢juaS dall (8 0 olyld dald (¥ (ys50 B Ao gon (¥ g o dalls (Y o I8 dald (V1 itd ol Jliaw 1A yyguaa

AOFF BUS) 4 s Ao (A g8 anld (A 18
Fig. 8: Coarse black ware pottery: N. 1) Golrokh, N. 2) Golrokh, N. 3) Qabr-e Dokhtar site, N. 4) Faryab, N. 5) Kopir, N. 6)
Khajegan, N. 7) Golrokh, N. 8) Gabari, N. 9) Tomb-e Gobeh site (Author, 2025).
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Fig. 8: Painted pottery from Qal’eh Golrokh (Author, 2025).
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Fig. 10: Parthian Painted Pottery: Upper row: Painted pottery from Kopir Fortress, Lower row: Painted pottery from Tomb-e
Gobeh (Author, 2025).
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Fig. 11: Cracked matte green glazed pottery from Qal’eh Golrokh (Author, 2025).
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Fig. 12: Black and Red Burnished Ware: N. 1-4) Burnished pottery from Golrokh, N. 5-6) Burnished pottery from Khajegan,
N. 7-8) Burnished pottery from Lid (Author, 2025).
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Fig. 13: Burnished and Polished Pottery: N. 1) Golrokh, N. 2) Golrokh, N. 3) Khajegan, N. 4) Khajegan, N. 5) Lid Fortress
(Author, 2025).
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